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I}l Introduction

» U.S. Middle East policy balances strategic interests with ideological
goals.

* Realist principles like deterrence and alliance-building remain
consistent.

» Trump emphasized unilateralism and transactional diplomacy over
multilateralism.

» Key actions included exiting the JCPOA, signing the Abraham
Accords, and troop withdrawals.
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I}l Introduction

» These moves prioritized national interest and reduced long-term
commitments.

* The study analyzes Trump’s second-term policies across four
strategic domains.

* It compares his approach with past presidents through Realist and
Transactional lenses.

* Findings reveal a shift in diplomatic style, not strategic objectives,
amid rising multipolarity.

I Theoretical Framework

« The study applies Realism and Transactional Diplomacy as analytical
frameworks.

* Realism emphasizes power, survival, and national interest in an anarchic
world.

« U.S. Middle East policy has historically prioritized alliances, deterrence, and
energy security.

« Trump's strategies continued realist goals through pressure on Iran and
support for allies.

Session 1-1 | Hassan Geon
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Il Theoretical Framework

« Transactional Diplomacy explains Trump’s ad hoc, short-term, and
deal-oriented methods.

« Alliances became conditional exchanges, weakening institutional
trust and multilateral norms.

« This approach is seen as “realism without a strategy,” disrupting
traditional diplomacy.

» The combined lens reveals continuity in goals but rupture in
diplomatic style and execution.

Central dimensions of U.S. Middle East
policy

Iran Arab-Israeli U.S. military Energy

containment normalization

posture diplomacy

18 The Trump 2.0 Era: Reshaping Middle Eastern Order



M| Iran containment

* Trump withdrew from the JCPOA and intensified a "maximum
pressure" campaign on lIran.

» His second term saw increased sanctions and unilateral coercion
without achieving compliance.

» Trump avoided major military conflict, relying on threats and limited
strikes to project power.

* His Iran policy reflected traditional containment goals but employed
a more transactional style.

Arab-Israeli normalization

» The Abraham Accords marked a break from the traditional emphasis |I

on Palestinian statehood.

» Trump used strategic incentives to secure bilateral normalization
deals with Arab states.

* His second term focused on bringing Saudi Arabia into the fold,
sidelining the Palestinian issue.

+ The approach reflected realist goals but replaced multilateralism with
transactional diplomacy.

Session 1-1 | Hassan Geon 19



Ml US. military posture

« Trump linked U.S. troop presence in the Middle East to financial
contributions from allies.

« His military retrenchment reflected a realist offshore balancing
strategy over ground engagement.

* This approach diverged from past administrations’ emphasis on
multilateral stability and deterrence.

« Critics warned it undermined alliance trust and accelerated regional
multipolar realignment.

1 Energy diplomacy

» Trump reversed traditional energy security policy by leveraging U.S.
energy independence for geopolitical pressure.

» He demanded oil production increases from Gulf allies, tying energy
policy to transactional diplomacy.

* This approach diverged from Obama'’s climate-focused strategy,
embracing a "hydrocarbon realism.”

» While it boosted short-term U.S. leverage, it strained alliances and
empowered rivals like Russia and
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Conclusion

« Trump's second-term policy upheld core Realist goals like deterrence |I

and regional dominance.

* His strategies in Iran, Israel, military posture, and energy reflected
historical U.S. priorities.

» What distinguished Trump was his rejection of institutional diplomacy
for transactional deal-making.

+ Alliances were treated as conditional exchanges, undermining
multilateral stability.

Conclusion

« Trump monetized military support, sidelined Palestinians, and used |I

oil as leverage.

* These tactics alienated allies and encouraged rival partnerships with
China and Russia.

+ Achievements like the Abraham Accords lacked long-term
institutional or popular support.

« Trump's approach fused Realist goals with a disruptive style, raising
doubts about durable U.S. leadership.

Session 1-1 | Hassan Geon
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Ml Thank you
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Session 1 Politics: The Trump 2.0 Era: Reshaping Middle Eastern Order

Al Competition in the Trump 2.0 Era:
The U.S.-China Rivalry in the Middle East

Zhang Zhiyuan
Shanghai International Studies University, China

Abstract: In the Trump 2.0 era, the Middle East has become a crucial arena in the escalating
competition between the United States and China, particularly in the field of artificial intelligence
(Al). This paper explores the intersection of geopolitics, economic interests, and technological
advancements, with the Middle East serving as a strategic and technological focal point. The United
States, leveraging its technological dominance, aims not only to sustain but also to expand its
influence over the region's economic structures and security frameworks. In contrast, China, through
its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and rapidly advancing Al capabilities, is making substantial
inroads, providing alternative governance frameworks that complement and occasionally contrast with
U.S.-backed systems. By adopting a multidisciplinary approach that integrates political science,
economics, and computer science, this study will analyze the broader geopolitical implications of Al
technologies. It will examine how these innovations are reshaping the balance of power in the
Middle East and reverberating across East Asia. Special attention will be given to South Korea’s
strategic positioning as it navigates the complex dynamics between the two superpowers while also
advancing its own technological and Al ambitions. Through this lens, the paper aims to illuminate
the interplay of political, economic, and technological forces that are driving the U.S.-China rivalry
in the Middle East, highlighting how these forces will inevitably shape the future trajectory of East
Asia. By understanding these interconnections, the paper will offer insights into the long-term

geopolitical shifts that will affect the region and beyond.

Session 1-2 | Zhang Zhiyuan 23



1. Introduction

The Trump 2.0 era has brought a significant shift in global geopolitics, with the Middle East
emerging as a vital arena in the U.S.-China rivalry. Trade protectionism, high tariffs, and
technological decoupling have pushed China to strengthen ties with non-Western regions, notably
through Al collaboration in the Middle EastIn this context, Al has become a core instrument of
influence. The United States seeks to maintain its dominance by embedding Al in security and
economic frameworks, while China advances Al-driven projects like smart cities and digital
infrastructure through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), offering new alternatives to Middle
Eastern nations.This paper addresses three key questions: How have Trump 2.0 policies reshaped
U.S.-China Al competition in the Middle East? How is Al altering the region’s power dynamics?
And how do regional actors respond? Special attention will be given to South Korea, whose rising
Al capabilities and strategic balance between the U.S. and China make its experience particularly
relevant to today's discussions.“Al geopolitics” in this paper refers to the strategic deployment of
Al technologies by states to shape global value chains, influence alliance structures, and assert

ideological or regulatory preferences across borders.

2. Strategic Significance of the Middle East and the Geopolitical
Value of Al

The Middle East remains a critical hub for global energy flows and international trade routes,
with chokepoints like the Strait of Hormuz and the Suez Canal making it indispensable to global
commerce. Yet beyond oil and logistics, the region is rapidly transforming into a digital
battleground where Al technologies are reshaping both economic and security architectures.Al's
value in the Middle East is amplified through major smart city initiatives such as Dubai’s Smart
Dubai project, Abu Dhabi’s Masdar City, and Saudi Arabia’s NEOM, where Internet of Things
(IoT) systems, machine learning algorithms, and computer vision technologies are integrated into
urban management, surveillance, and service delivery (Salih et al.). Al-based surveillance systems
are increasingly integrated into public management frameworks across the Middle East, supporting
governments in improving urban safety, optimizing resource allocation, and enhancing emergency
response capabilities. While these developments offer notable benefits, they also invite thoughtful
discussions on ethical standards, data privacy, and societal impacts (Feldstein).

Military applications are also on the rise. Studies show that Al-powered unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs), autonomous surveillance platforms, and battlefield decision-support systems are
increasingly adopted by Middle Eastern states (Sakr & Hakme). For instance, the Israeli Defense
Forces (IDF) have integrated Al-assisted targeting and operational planning in urban warfare

scenarios since 2021 (Tekin).Rather than solely serving as instruments of competition, Al
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technologies function as important catalysts for regional modernization and innovation. External
actors, including the United States and China, contribute by introducing advanced technological
standards and fostering collaborative models for governance enhancement. The Middle East’s active
adoption of Al positions it as a significant hub for exploring intelligent applications in contexts

marked by diverse political and security environments.

3. U.S. Strategy: Leveraging Al for Regional Dominance

In the Trump 2.0 era, the United States has reaffirmed its commitment to sustaining influence
in the Middle East, with Al technologies becoming an integral part of its strategic toolbox. The
U.S. continues to view the Middle East as a critical theater for maintaining global leadership,
especially under the pressures of an intensifying technological rivalry with China.

A defining feature of Trump’s renewed approach is the further tightening of export controls on
advanced technologies, particularly those related to Al, semiconductors, and cybersecurity systems
— a strategy that traces back to his first term and has been extensively analyzed in earlier studies
(Houser, 2020; Abrams, 2022).

The escalation of the trade war in April 2025 further complicated this landscape. Newly
imposed tariffs on Al-related hardware, cloud infrastructure components, and sensor technologies
limited Chinese companies' access to global markets, intensifying competition for influence over
digital infrastructures in the Middle East (Marino, Stilo & Serra, 2025). As a result, American
firms accelerated partnerships with regional stakeholders, offering Al-driven security platforms,
smart energy systems, and urban management solutions aligned with U.S. standards.

In recent years, the United States has strengthened technological cooperation with key Middle
Eastern allies, particularly the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia, focusing on
cybersecurity, Al ethics, and smart infrastructure security. The U.S.-UAE partnership was reinforced
in 2023 through initiatives like the UAE’s National AI Strategy 2031 and joint dialogues on
cybersecurity resilience under the U.S.-UAE Strategic Dialogue framework (U.S. Department of
State, 2023). Although no formal joint research center has been announced, collaborative efforts
emphasize enhancing threat detection systems and critical infrastructure protection using Al-driven
solutions.

While the U.S. strategy continues to highlight technological leadership, it also signals a shift
toward a more selective, security-focused engagement model, contrasting with broader Chinese
economic initiatives. For regional actors, this dynamic offers both opportunities and constraints in
their pursuit of digital modernization.

Similarly, Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 plan includes major investments in Al for smart city
projects like NEOM and collaborations with companies such as IBM and Google to develop
predictive analytics platforms for urban management and cybersecurity (NEOM, 2023; Saudi Data
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and Al Authority, 2022). These initiatives reflect a broader trend of U.S.-linked technological
influence in regional security architectures, albeit primarily through private sector cooperation rather

than direct government-to-government Al military integration.

4. China’s Initiatives: Belt and Road Initiative and Al Diplomacy

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the Digital Silk Road (DSR) have substantially
deepened its engagement in the Middle East, positioning the region as a strategic nexus connecting
Asia, Africa, and Europe. The DSR, first emphasized during the second Belt and Road Forum in
2019 and later reinforced through China’s broader promotion of digital economy cooperation in its
2021 policy frameworks, advocates collaboration in artificial intelligence (Al), cloud computing,
and smart infrastructure development (Dahdal & Ghafar, 2025; Aboul-Dahab, 2021). Concrete
initiatives include Huawei’s involvement in smart city development across the Middle East—such
as infrastructure cooperation linked to Saudi Arabia’s NEOM project; Alibaba Cloud’s
establishment of its second Middle East data center in Dubai; and China Harbour Engineering
Company’s (CHEC) contribution to the digitalization of Port Said in Egypt and Khalifa Port in
Abu Dhabi, incorporating Al-driven operational technologies (Triolo et al., 2020; Hussain et al.,
2023).

Beyond physical infrastructure, China’s partnerships increasingly focus on building “Safe City”
platforms, integrating technologies such as computer vision, biometric recognition, and predictive
analytics to enhance urban governance and security management (Hussain, Imran, & Hussain,
2023). These projects, while aligned with local modernization goals, also offer Middle Eastern
countries access to alternative technological ecosystems, providing diverse regulatory models
compared to U.S.-centered digital governance. Chinese officials have consistently emphasized that
the BRI and DSR initiatives aim to foster “open, inclusive, and mutually beneficial cooperation”
without imposing political conditions, as reiterated by Foreign Minister Wang Yi at the 2024
China-Arab States Cooperation Forum (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China, 2024). This approach
has been welcomed by many Middle Eastern nations seeking diversified and autonomous pathways

to digital development.
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Al Cooperation and Competition between China, the U.S., and Middle Eastern Countries.

This diagram illustrates the evolving dynamics of Al-related engagements in the Middle East.
China, through initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and Digital Silk Road (DSR),
focuses on economic and infrastructure collaboration, including smart cities and digital ports.
Meanwhile, the United States emphasizes security cooperation via technology export controls,
cybersecurity frameworks, and strategic defense partnerships. Middle Eastern countries actively
balance strategic ties with both powers, leveraging opportunities for technological modernization
while navigating economic and security dependencies. The diagram also highlights the growing

intensity of U.S. security engagements since the escalation of trade tensions in 2025.

5.South Korea’s Strategic Positioning Amidst U.S.-China Rivalry

South Korea has emerged as a dynamic player in global Al innovation, leveraging its robust
semiconductor industry, leading research in machine learning, and strategic investments in
next-generation computing technologies. According to Moon and Yeon (2024), South Korea ranks
among the top five globally in Al patent filings, with leading companies like Samsung Electronics
and Naver spearheading advancements in autonomous systems, natural language processing, and
Al-driven semiconductor design.

Amidst the intensifying U.S.-China technological rivalry, South Korea faces a complex balancing
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act. While maintaining its critical security alliance with the United States—highlighted by
participation in frameworks like the U.S.-led “Chip 4 Alliance™—South Korea simultaneously
preserves strong economic ties with China, its largest trading partner (Zhao, 2024). Notably, South
Korean firms continue collaborations with Chinese technology ecosystems in areas such as cloud
computing, Al chipsets, and smart manufacturing, reflecting a nuanced hedging strategy.

In the Middle East, South Korea has increasingly positioned itself as a credible technology
partner, leveraging its strengths in Al-driven energy optimization, healthcare technologies, and smart
urban systems. Companies such as Doosan and LG CNS have participated in smart city initiatives
in Saudi Arabia and the UAE, integrating Al algorithms for energy management and digital
healthcare services (Chaziza, 2024). Furthermore, Korea’s KAIST (Korea Advanced Institute of
Science and Technology) has established academic and research collaborations with institutions in
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries to promote Al education and joint innovation
projects.

South Korea’s ability to navigate between major powers while advancing its own Al capabilities
underscores its strategic flexibility. As Al becomes a central pillar of geopolitical competition,
Korea’s balanced approach and technical excellence will remain crucial assets in engaging both

with global powers and emerging markets like the Middle East.

6. Implications of the Al Competition for Middle East and East
Asia

At the economic level, Global Value Chain (GVC) theory provides a valuable lens to analyze
these shifts. GVC theory posits that states integrate into global production and innovation networks
by specializing in certain value chain segments (Xiao, 2025). In the context of Al and digital
infrastructure, Middle Eastern countries are actively embedding themselves into Chinese-led
ecosystems. For instance, Huawei’s partnership with Saudi Arabia to deploy 5G networks and
Al-powered smart city applications under the NEOM initiative demonstrates the region’s strategic
positioning within global digital value chains (Chaziza, 2024). Similarly, Alibaba Cloud's
establishment of its second data center in Dubai in 2022 provides critical cloud computing
capacity not just for UAE domestic use but also as a regional hub serving broader Gulf and
African markets.

Such integrations imply that Middle Eastern economies are not merely passive recipients but
active participants in shaping the next phase of global digitalization, leveraging Al capabilities to
move up the value chain, particularly in logistics, healthcare, and energy management sectors. For
instance, Abu Dhabi’s Khalifa Port, managed in collaboration with China’s COSCO, now utilizes
Al-driven logistics optimization algorithms, significantly enhancing throughput efficiency and
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regional trade connectivity (Triolo et al., 2020).

Broader ripple effects are also evident across East Asia. The intensifying Al-driven strategic
competition is accelerating regional differentiation and “complex interdependence” (Horowitz et al.,
2022). Countries like South Korea, Singapore, and Vietnam are diversifying their Al supply chains:
Samsung is expanding Al semiconductor R&D cooperation with Chinese universities even as it
strengthens ties with U.S. firms; Singapore's Smart Nation initiative accepts Huawei’s participation
in specific sectors while aligning cybersecurity frameworks closer to U.S. standards (Horowitz,
2022). These differentiated alignments reflect how economic, security, and technological domains
are increasingly intertwined, where Al functions as both a connector and a fault line, generating

simultaneous cooperation and competitive friction.

7. Conclusion

This study reveals that the evolving Al competition between the United States and China is not
merely an extension of traditional great power rivalry but signifies a fundamental reordering of
geopolitical and economic architectures. Through the lens of Global Value Chain (GVC) theory, it
is clear that Middle Eastern states are no longer peripheral actors; by embedding themselves into
Al-driven digital ecosystems led by both powers, they actively reshape production and innovation
networks. Political Realism similarly helps explain how these technological integrations alter
alliance behaviors, as Middle Eastern countries diversify security and economic alignments beyond
singular dependencies.

More critically, the convergence of Al competition with geopolitical strategy intensifies complex
interdependence across regions. In East Asia, countries such as South Korea and Singapore
exemplify adaptive strategic behaviors: maintaining security frameworks aligned with the U.S. while
embedding economically within Chinese-led digital architectures. This differentiated alignment
reflects a broader fragmentation of the international order, where economic, technological, and
security spheres no longer map neatly onto traditional alliances.

Ultimately, Al competition transforms both the material structure and ideational frameworks of
international politics. In the Middle East, it offers alternative development models, which are often
more aligned with local modernization goals, thereby complementing existing regional strategies. In
East Asia, it amplifies the agency of middle powers navigating an increasingly bifurcated
technological environment. Understanding these interconnected dynamics is essential for forecasting
the emergent, multipolar digital world order, where innovation capacity, technological governance
models, and economic network integration will determine geopolitical influence as much as — if
not more than — traditional military strength.Future research may explore how generative Al and

quantum computing integration will further complicate alliance formation and regulatory
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convergence in the Global South.
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U.S. Policy on Syria and the Identity of HTS

Jisu Lee
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Korea

1. Introduction

This study seeks to examine the relationship between the identity of (HTS, the main force of
Syria’s transitional government, and the United States’ foreign policy toward Syria. HTS, which
originated in 2017 as a rebel faction, overthrew the Assad family’s 53-year-long authoritarian
regime in December 2024 and declared an end to the Syrian Civil War. Since assuming de facto
power, HTS has consistently expressed a desire to engage with Western and liberal democratic
states. However, HTS, like ISIS, originated as an offshoot of al-Qaeda, and the United States
continues to designate it as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by the State Department. Although
HTS has since officially announced a severance from al-Qaeda, this study assumes that
‘al-Qaedism’ remains an ideological foundation of the group, and that this ideological background

has influenced U.S. policy toward Syria.

2. Trump’s Foreign Policy and Structural Realism

Many scholars agree that the the foreign policy of U.S. President Donald Trump has been
largely grounded in the principles of Structural Realism. According to Kenneth Waltz, structural
realism views the international system as anarchic, where states must ensure their own survival

through self-help. Trump’s “America First” doctrine perfectly reflects this logic. He repeatedly
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emphasized that the U.S. should not depend on allies, but instead prioritize national interest above
all. For example, his insistence on increased defense spending from NATO allies shows a clear
rejection of collective security in favor of self-reliance. He also questioned the value of
multilateral institutions like the United Nations and the World Health Organization, expressing deep
skepticism toward international norms. From a neorealist perspective, this is a rational response to
the structural condition of anarchy. States cannot rely on international cooperation, because there is
no overarching authority to enforce it. Trump's approach to North Korea and Iran also reveals a
realist mindset. He disregarded ideology or regime type, focusing instead on military deterrence
and strategic leverage. In the case of China, Trump initiated a trade war and expanded military
presence in the Asia-Pacific, aiming to restore balance of power. This directly reflects Waltz’s
notion that great powers act to prevent the emergence of a hegemon. Taken together, Trump’s
foreign policy aligns closely with structural realism, particularly in his emphasis on self-help,

skepticism of institutions, and balance-of-power politics.

3. Identity of HTS

On March 13, 2025, President Ahmed al-Sharaa ratified an interim constitution intended to guide
the nation through a five-year transitional period. This constitutional declaration contains several

provisions indicative of an Islamist orientation:

1) Presidential Religious Requirement: Article 3 stipulates that the President of the Republic must be
a Muslim.

2) Islamic Jurisprudence as Legislative Foundation: The same article designates Islamic jurisprudence
(figh) as the principal source of legislation.

3) Religious Oath of Office: Ministers are required to take an oath swearing by Almighty God to
perform their duties with honesty and loyalty.

4) Ambiguity in Minority Rights Protections: While the constitution proclaims the inviolability of
freedom of belief and instructs the state to respect all religions, it lacks explicit mechanisms to

safeguard the rights of religious minorities.

In conclusion, the provisions of Syria's 2025 interim constitution suggests a deliberate embedding

of Islamist principles within the state's foundational legal framework.
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4. Conclusion: U.S. Policy on Syria

The United States severed diplomatic relations with Syria in 2012, the year following the
outbreak of the Syrian Civil War, and has yet to restore them. Although the U.S. government
withdrew its bounty on President Ahmad al-Sharaa after HTS declared an end to the civil war and
assumed control of the transitional government, HTS remains designated as a Foreign Terrorist
Organization by the U.S. State Department. President Trump, shortly after HTS proclaimed victory
in December 2024, issued a brief statement on Twitter, saying, “Syria is a mess, but is not our
friend. The United States should have nothing to do with it. This is not our fight. Let it play out.

"’

Do not get involved!” Beyond that remark, he offered no official position or policy on Syria
during his post-election transition period. This lack of policy engagement is widely interpreted as a
reflection of deep-seated suspicions regarding HTS’s ideological orientation, particularly its roots in

Islamist extremism.
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Turkiye-R.O.K. Relations in

Great Power Competition

Robert Lawrence
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Institute of Middle East Studies, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Korea

1. Introduction

The Republic of Korea and the Republic of Tiirkiye share an Altaic heritage that creates an
abundance of linguistic and cultural similarities. However, the two nations' modermn political
relationship was established when Tiirkiye recognized South Korea as an independent state in
1949, grew deeper when Tiirkiye sent tens of thousands of troops in support of the South in the
Korean war, and became a Strategic Partnership in 2012. This brotherly bond between nations is
ancient in its roots and multi-faceted in its modernity as they have increased bilateral trade and
high-level diplomatic visits while occupying similar posturing in global affairs. Still, there is space
for these two middle powers to improve bi-lateral cooperation.

The post-Cold War unipolar world in which the U.S. held unprecedented dominance in global
affairs has shifted into a multipolar world order in which several great powers are competing in
the economic, cultural, and political spheres. Multipolarity produces a political arena in which
middle powers have increased agency to maneuver while great powers compete for agreements,
compliance, and allegiance. This paper examines how Tiirkiye and South Korea are cooperating in
this geo-political climate, in what fields they are collaborating, and whether they are maximizing
the potential of this relationship.

This paper utilizes New Security and Middle Power Theory frameworks to assess current and

potential cooperation in the economic security, energy security, cybersecurity, and transnational
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threats, and expects to find fertile ground for increased cooperation between South Korea and

Tiirkiye.

II. New Security & Middle Power Theory

New Security, a framework that has evolved over the last few decades, is an analytical
framework that broadens the horizons of traditional approaches to security that are routinely
state-centric and focused on military capacity. This new framework, though loosely defined, is
multi-dimensional and combines elements of realism and constructivism and expands the definition
of security to multiple sectors that address human and state aspects of security (Buzan 1991;
Buzan et al, 1998). Not without its critics (Paris 2001), this framework provides analysts with the
tools to holistically deepen understandings of bi-lateral relations between states.

International relations theorists have difficulty in agreeing on the definition and efficacy of
middle powers (Robertson 2017, Jordan 2017, Jeong 2019), and some question its explanatory
value (Robertson and Carr 2023). This paper contends that the term is still efficacious and utilizes
Park’s conceptual shift that demonstrates middle powers' increased agency in the increasingly
multi-polar global arena. Rather than the traditional hierarchical great, middle, and small power
framework that denotes levels of development and global reach, this paper reinforces Park’s
framework in defining middle powers as states that operate in political space between great
powers’ core interests (Park 2022, 136). This paper maintains that both states are middle powers
that have increasing agency in the geo-political arena that could be strengthened to benefit bilateral

cooperation.

III. Multi-Dimensional Security Analysis

A. Economic Security

Tiirkiye and South Korea have increasingly cooperative economic ties, partially fostered by the
free trade agreement that went into force in 2013 (Ministry of Trade 2025). Trade has grown
from slightly under 8 billion in 2018 to 10.5 billion in 2023 (Observatory for Economic
Complexity). This trade supports economic resilience through diversified supply chains and
increases market access, but it is under-utilized. Despite South Korea’s 2.4 billion dollar FDI in
the Turkish economy between 2002 and 2023 and the 383 South Korean companies operating in
Tirkiye (Deggin 2023), further collaboration in the form of Korean firms utilizing the Turkish

workforce as manufacturing hubs would strengthen local economies while further diversifying

40  The Trump 2.0 Era: Reshaping Middle Eastern Order



supply chains and gaining better access to European markets.

B. Energy Security

Tiirkiye and South Korea are both extremely limited in their natural resources, but both have
significant roles and ambitions global energy security. Therefore, while cooperation is limited at the
moment further cooperation in this field makes strategic and economic sense. Hanwha was
instrumental in the construction of the Karapinar Solar Park that was commissioned in 2022 and
helped reduce dependency on fossil fuels, and KEPCO submitted a bid to construct four APR
1400 units in Tiirkiye's Sinop Nuclear Power Plant (Ahn 2025). Further nuclear cooperation and
joint investments in advanced energy technologies such as green hydrogen along with green tech
transfers have mutually beneficial potential to secure long-term clean energy security and business

opportunities.

C. Cybersecurity

South Korea's advanced expertise in 5G and cybersecurity can help Tiirkiye build robust digital
systems. Additionally, the Republic of Korea's unique experience and expertise in the cross-border
cyber-attacks and espionage provides an opportunity for cooperation to enhance mutual cyber threat

preparedness by coordinating efforts in cyber defense.

D. Transnational Threats

Beyond the obvious coordination in combating transnational threats such as international
terrorism between these allies, this paper argues that the increasing agency of middle powers in
geopolitics provides opportunities for improvement. More specifically, where interests converge and
there is a deficit in political will from great powers, middle powers can opportunistically shape
outcomes with strategic planning. In the case of Syria, both states have a vested interest in
maintaining good relations with a stable Syria that will not be an antagonistic actor to either
country as was its predecessor. Therefore, South Korea and Tiirkiye should work together to

ensure their mutually desired result.

IV. Conclusion

To conclude, the Republic of Korea and Tiirkiye have a dynamic and evolving partnership that

reflects their historic bonds and shared strategic interests. From cooperation in mega-projects like
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the Yavuz Sultan Selim and Canakkale Bridges to sharing defense technology like the K9
howitzers and K2 Black Panther tank, the expanding relations between Tiirkiye and the R.O.K. are
strategic and promising (Nam 2023). This robust relationship is multifaceted and robust, but there
is room for mutually beneficial improvement in several sectors. Great power competition
accentuates the importance of middle powers in global governance, and these two middle powers
have a valuable opportunity to shape the political arenas in which they participate if they can

efficaciously cooperate and maximize their potential gains.
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. Introduction: Backgrounds

» How is climate change affecting Iran? How is it worsening Iran’s water problems?

» lran's water shortage has led to various social problems, including rural-to—urban migration, urban
ver lation, and the rise of urban pov

» In particular, Kurdistan and Khuzestan, the regions suffering from the most severe water shortages,
are also among the most economically underdeveloped areas in Iran. Furthermore, these regions

have been marginalized in terms of central government attention and development.

l. Introduction: Backgrounds

among various interest groups that hinders the formulation and implementation of effective policies,
and unsustainable policies—such as excessive subsidy expenditures aimed at compensating for
regime’s weak legitimacy—have prevented the Iranian government from effectively addressing water
shortages.

» The social crisis caused by economic hardship could pose a threat to the stability of the Iranian regime,
as demonstrated by the recurring protests since 2018 and the anti—hijab protests in 2022.

» The environmental problems caused by climate change and the resulting deterioration of socio—

economic conditions are expected to further threaten the survival of the Iranian regime.
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l. Introduction: Research Questions

» This study examines lran's current water crisis, the decline of rural communities, rural-to—urban
migration, and the increase in urban poverty.

» It also investigates the political-structural factors that hinder the formulation of effective policies to
address the water shortage issue.

» By linking this analysis to the changing patterns of anti-government protests in Iran since 2018, the

study explores the potential political implications of environmental issues for the Iranian regime.

Il. Overview on Current Situations: Climate Change in Iran

» Nearly 85% of Iran is semi-arid and arid climates, except for the western parts and the northern
coastal areas.

» While it is estimated that an increase in temperature in the Middle East would be up to 2 °C in the
next 15-20 years and over 4 °C by the end of the century, and precipitation would decline by 20%,
Iran will experience an increase of 2.6 °C in mean temperatures and a 35% decline in precipitation in
the next decades, which means the climate change fact of Iran is more severe than other Middle East
countries(Mansouri Daneshvar et al. 2019, 3).

» In 2023 heatwave caused a two—day nationwide shutdown.

» Continuous increase in temperature and decrease in precipitation are observed in between

1988~2018(Mansouri Daneshvar et al. 2019, 4-5).

Mohammad Reza Mansouri Daneshvar, Majid Ebrahimi and Hamid Nejadsoleymani (2019), “An overview of climate change in Iran: facts and statistics,” Environmental Systems Research (7).
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FIGURE 1: Mean annual temperature, 1900-2100
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Under a high emissions scenario, the mean
annual temperature is projected to rise by
about 5.2°C on average by the end-of-century
(i.e. 2071-2100 compared with 1981-2010). If

is limited to about 1.5°C.
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FIGURE 3: Percentage of hot days (heat stress)),
1900-2100
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The percentage of hot days’ is projected to
increase substantially from about 15% of all days
on average in 1981-2010 (10% in 1961-1990).
Under a high emissions scenario, about 65%
of days on average are defined as ‘hot’ by the
end-of-century. If emissions decrease rapidly,
about 30% of days on average are ‘hot'. Similar
increases are seen in hot nights’ (not shown).

Estimated increase in hot days

Source: Health and Climate Change Country Profiles: Iran(islamic Republic)
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FIGURE 2: Total annual precipitation, 1900-2100
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Total annual precipitation is projected to remain
almost unchanged on average under a high
emissions scenario, although the uncertainty
range is large (-24% to +21%). If emissions
decrease rapidly, there is a projected change of
-5% to +15%.

Estimated uncertainty in precipitation

FIGURE 4: Contribution of very wet days (extreme rain-
fall' and flood risk) to total annual rainfall, 1900-2100
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Under a high emissions scenario, the proportion
of total annual rainfall from very wet days" (about
20% for 1981-2010) could increase by the end-
of-century (to about 30% on average with an
uncertainty range of about 20% to 40%), with
less change if emissions decrease rapidly. These
projected changes are accompanied by little
change in total annual rainfall (see Figure 2).

Estimated Increase in extreme rainfall

Source: Health and Climate Change Country Profiles: Iran(islamic Republic)

Il. Overview on Current Situations: Water Crisis in Iran
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Il. Overview on Current Situations: Water Crisis in Iran

TABLE 1 Cumulative precipitation in Iran (in mm)*

Basin 2013/2014 2014/2015 2016/2017 2017/2018
Caspian Sea 366 457 345 400
Persian Gulf + Sea of Oman 328 230 369 211
Lake Urmia 280 319 271 409
Central Basin 141 133 161 105
Ghare-Ghum Basin 179 195 180 142
TOTAL 217 197 171 250

Source: Robert Czulda (2022). “Iran's Water Security: An Emerging Challenge,” Middle East Policy 29(2). 116.

Iran’s average annual precipitation is just 250 millimeters (mm) per year(Global: 1,050mm).

“Iran’s large cities are facing “alarming water shortages,” while an additional 517 were suffering from less severe water problems. Iranians are

already using more than 70% of their renewable water resources; 40% is recognized internationally as the highest safe limit."(Czulda, 118).

“The period between September and December 2017 was the driest in Iran in more than 67 years: roughly 40% of the country reportedly suffered
from a “serious drought.” The Persian year 1364 (which began on March 21, 2018) was the driest in the past 50 years.” (Czulda, 120).

Il. Overview on Current Situations: Water Crisis in Iran

Lake Urmia in 1984 and in 2025 - 5,000k in 1997, 500k’ in 2013, 1,835k in 2022
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Il. Overview on Current Situations: Water Crisis in Iran

EXPOSURES

FIGURE 7: Percentage change

in crop growth duration in Iran
(Islamic Republic of) in 1981-2020,
relative to the 1981-2010 average,
expressed as the running mean
over 11 years (5 years before and
5 years after) (7,8)
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Reliable food resources are essential to good health. Climate change significantly increases exposure to
changes in the safety and sustainability of food systems, directly through its effects on agriculture and
indirectly by contributing to underlying risk factors such as water insecurity, dependency on imported
foods, urbanization and migration, and health service disruption.

Source: Health and Climate Change Country Profiles: Iran(islamic Republic)
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[I. Overview on Current Situations: Climate Migration

> As a result of climate change and natural disasters, around 800,000 Iranians had been internally displaced by January 2024. For instance, in
2019, the devastating flash flood pushed 520,000 Iranians to displacement(Rostami and Paski 2024). Over the past two decades, climate-
induced migration in the country has increased ten—fold(Rokna, 2020).
»  Drought and water scarcity is the main cause of climate migration. Most climate migrants come from the central and southern provinces like
Khuzestan, Lorestan, Esfahan, Hamedan, Kerman, Yazd, and Sistan and Baluchistan, which are most affected by drought and water scarcity.
»  During 1996-2011, Increase in temperature, decrease in precipitation —) increase in emigration from affected provinces (Shiva and Molana,
2018). This argument is also supported by other research on demographic transformation of Khuzestan(Dehcheshmeh and Ghaedi 2020).
»  Many of climate migrants moved to Tehran or the northern provinces such as Mazendaran and Gilan, where climate conditions are better than
the central or southern provinces. However, as a result of the huge influx of migrants, Tehran and the northern province are also facing water
scarcity and increasing demand on food, house, healthcare, and jobs.
“Over the past two decades the city has added an estimated 200,000-250,000 people per year, and this rapid population growth has resulted

>
in unbalanced urban development, making the capital ever more congested and difficult to live in.” (Keynoush 2023)

Source: Javid Rostami and Arash Asad Paski (2024), “ran Faces Dwindiing Water and Escalating Climate Pressures, Aggravating Displacement Threats,” Migration Information Source, March 6.

Rokna (1398[2020]). “sw s i e 30 4 s Coman [ 38 1 10 Uit 2 ool 56 & nle” Bahman 26(February 14).
Banafsheh Keynoush (2023). “Iran’s growing climate migration crisis,” Middle East Institute, January 30.
i . Engineerir 76(1):

Mehdi Shiva and Hassan Molana (2018). Climate Change Induced Inter-Province Migration in Iran.
Mostafa Mohammadi Dehcheshmeh and Sohrab Ghaedi (2020). “Climate Change and Ecological Migration: A Study of Villages in the Province of Khuzestan, Iran,” Journal of

6-19.
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Fig. 154 Net migr:
Population Census of Iran (IMAGE-Asia Project))
Fig. 155 Bilateral migration flows, provinces of Iran, 201 1-2016. (Source: Calculated from 2016

Population Census of Iran (IMAGE-Asia Project))

Source: Rasoul Sadeghi, Mohammad Jalal Abbasi-Shavazi, and Saeedeh Shahbazin, *Interal Migration in Iran.” in /nternal Migration in
Bell, Aude Bernard, Elin C! YuZhu, 306-307.

Asia: A Cr

Session 2-2 | Yuihyun Hwang 51



52

[1l. How Authoritarian Politics Worsen Water Crisis?

» In addition to climate change, political factors are also pointed out as causes for water crisis in Iran.

» Mismanagement of water resource — The lack of policy to optimize water use, agriculture policy for self-
sufficiency which leaves agriculture sector inefficient, subsidies for cheap water, etc.

> “After the 1979 revolution and resulting international isolation, political leaders viewed agricultural self-
sufficiency as key to Iran’s future and doubled down on being able to feed everyone in the country without
importing food.” (Rostami and Paski 2024)

» Structural factors — “Within the water sector, multiplicity of stake holders and regulators is naturally
associated with conflicts and competition. The Department of Environment, responsible for safeguarding
the country's environment, has limited political power and lacks the required regulatory capacity to
prevent-The hierarchical structure of the water management system in Iran creates opportunities for

corruption and causes serious inefficiencies in turning decisions into action.” (Madani et al. 2016, 1006)

Kaveh Madani, Amir AghaKouchak and Ali Mirchi (2016). “Iran's Socio-economic Drought: Challenges of a Water-Bankrupt Nation,” /ranian Studies 49(6): 997-1016.

[1l. How Authoritarian Politics Worsen Water Crisis?

» Authoritarian political features, such as centralization of power and Inter—colonialism, ignore and
suppress different voices and opinions, thereby could worsen environment and water crisis in
provinces(Ketabchy 2021).

» Discriminative and exploitative development policies on local provinces(Hassaniyan 2024) — In most
environmentally affected provinces (Khuzestan and Kurdestan), the central policies aggravate exploite
environment resources in these provinces, for instance water relocation to economically important
provinces and constructing water management infrastructures in provinces without consideration on
local needs.

» The local voices for environmental justice are suppressed by the government, which does not allow
opposition, and sees any local activisms as threat to the regime(Hassaniyan 2020).

Allan Hassaniyan (2020). “Environmentalism in Iranian Kurdistan: causes and conditions for its " Conflict, Security & : 355-378.

Allan Hassaniyan (2024). “Iran’s water policy: Environmental injustice and peripheral marginalisation,” Progress in Physical Geography 48(3): 420-437.
Mehdi Ketabchy (2021). “Investigating the Impacts of the Political System C tsin Iran on the Bankruptey,” 13:1-22.
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IV. Increasing Threat to the Regime Stability

> In recent years(2017-2022), protests criticizing the Iranian
Water Shortages Spark
Protests in Iran

regime and threatening its stability are increasing, the most

prominent one is the massive protest caused by the death of

Mahsa Amini. M Extreme Drought

B severe Drought
I Moderate Drought

» Many protests are caused and fueled by economic hardship,
lack of public services and jobs, in addition to grievance on
Abnormal Dryness

political suppression. The environmental disasters and climate @ Areas of water

crisis deteriorate economic hardship, thereby they are shortage protests

appeared as one of causes for protests.
» “There were 261 environmental protests between January
2018 and October 2019, the majority of which were water

related.”(Jones and Newlee, 2019) e i

Seth G. Jones and Danika Newlee (2019). “Iran’s Protests and the Threat to Domestic Stability," Crisis Brief

— I

IV. Increasing Threat to the Regime Stability

» Relationships between environmental crisis in local provinces and spread of protests to peripheries?:
“In the history of modern Iran, the major protests which constituted a threat to the power of the state
took place primarily in Tehran and other large urban centres. However, in both 2017 and 2019 there
were serious escalations in towns and villages in the periphery.”(Shahi and Abdoh-Tabrizi, 2020).

» Particularly protests in Khuzestan and Sistan—Baluchistan strongly suggests that environmental

grievances are related with the spread of anti—-government sentiments.

Afshin Shahi and Ehsan Abdoh-Tabrizi (2020). “Iran's 2019-2020 demonstrations: The changing dynamics of political protests in Iran,” Asian Affairs 51(1): 1-40..
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V. Conclusion

» This study has limitations, in that it does not intend to verify this hypothesis through quantitative
methods. However, the purpose of this study is to show the dynamics of interconnections of climate
change, socio—economic changes such as migration, and political factors.

» The Iranian regime’s authoritarian features strengthen negative effects of climate change, worsening
socio—economic crisis. Political factors amplify the consequences of climate change. Therefore, not
only the climate change, but also the political factor should be considered in analyzing what climate
change will bring on in societies.

» Given that the anti-government sentiments are recently expanding into urban lower class, who
become more infuriated by exacerbating economic hardship, the combined results of deteriorating

f f cli L - . it it ardl } . .
among the urban lower class could pose significant threat to the Iranian regime’s security.
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Session 2 Politics: Diversity in the Politics of the Middle East

Making the Middle East Great Again?
Trumpian Populism and Its Reframing in Arab

Authoritarian Discourse

Seonwoo Kim
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Korea

1. Introduction

In recent years, populism has emerged as a powerful tool across both democratic and
authoritarian regimes. While populism is often understood in the context of electoral competition
and democratic backsliding, its appropriation by authoritarian leaders has attracted growing
scholarly attention. This paper examines how Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi has
strategically reframed core elements of Trumpian populist discourse to consolidate authoritarian
legitimacy in the post-2013 Egyptian political context.

This paper focuses on structural similarities in rhetorical style and political function, illustrating
how populist strategies such as elite vilification, national renewal, and enemy construction emerge
and adapt within different political systems. By comparing the case of Egypt under Sisi with
Trump-era America, the study focuses on how populist discourse can operate across regime types

to mobilize emotions, construct legitimacy, and suppress dissent, even under authoritarian rule.

2. Theoretical Framework Populism as Ideology and Political

Performance

This study relies on two key approaches to populism. First, the ideational approach defines

populism as a thin-centered ideology that frames politics as a moral struggle between a “pure
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people” and a “corrupt elite” (Mudde, 2004). Second, the performative approach sees populism as
a political style characterized by crisis narratives, media antagonism, and charismatic
communication (Moffitt, 2016).

Trumpian populism reflects both perspectives. It combines nationalist revivalism, anti-elite
rhetoric, and the strategic use of fear and polarization. This paper does not argue that Sisi imitates
Trump, but that similar discursive patterns emerge in Egypt’s authoritarian setting—adapted to a
political context where institutional checks are minimal, and leadership relies on military legitimacy

and state-controlled media.

3. Methodology

This study employs rhetorical discourse analysis, based on public speeches by President Sisi
(2014-2023), official government statements, and narratives from state-controlled media outlets such
as Al-Ahram. It identifies key populist themes such as elite attacks, national rebirth, and enemy

construction, and examines how these elements are reframed to serve authoritarian objectives.

4. Key Findings

The analysis identifies three core aspects where Sisi’s rhetoric mirrors and localizes Trumpian

populist discourse.

+ Elite Attack: Sisi frequently portrays Egypt’s instability as the result of betrayal by corrupt
political elites and former regime actors, positioning himself as the only legitimate representative
of the people.

* National Renewal: He promotes a vision of reviving Egypt’s former greatness, emphasizing
civilizational pride and moral restoration, in a manner reminiscent of Trump’s “Make America
Great Again” narrative.

* Enemy Construction: Sisi persistently identifies both internal and external threats—such as the
Muslim Brotherhood, dissenting youth, foreign media, and Western critics—to rally public support

and suppress opposition.

These strategies reflect a deliberate reframing of populist rhetoric, not for electoral purposes, but
to consolidate authoritarian control and suppress dissent under the appearance of national unity.
While the rhetorical patterns between Trump and Sisi show notable similarities, the political
outcomes differ: Trump’s populism was constrained by democratic institutions, whereas Sisi’s

rhetoric reinforces a system with few institutional checks, allowing for sustained authoritarian
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consolidation.

5. Conclusion

The case of Sisi illustrates how populist rhetoric functions beyond electoral politics and liberal
democracy. In authoritarian settings, such discourse serves as a tool of regime legitimation, moral
justification for repression, and symbolic unification of the polity around a singular national
narrative. The study suggests that populism is not inherently democratic or anti-democratic but is
better understood as a flexible discursive repertoire adaptable to varying regime types.

By examining the structural convergence between Trumpian and Sisi-style rhetoric, this research
contributes to a broader understanding of populism’s global diffusion and its capacity to be
reconfigured across diverse political contexts. Future comparative research may explore how similar
patterns unfold in other authoritarian regimes and what this means for the global trajectory of

populist politics.
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GCC Economic Diversification
Member States ofthe GCC

Bahrain.

Kuwait.

Oman.

Qatar.

Saudi Arabia.

United Arab Emirates.
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* QOverthe past few decades, GCC countries
have achieved remarkable economic growth
in large parts thanks to oil.

* The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
economies have a large economic footprint.

* In 2023, the GCC's GDP was approximately
USD 2.1 trillion. The market capitalization of
Gulf financial markets reached around USD
4.4 trillion, and the total assets of commercial
banks were about USD 1.905 trillion.

* Furthermore, the GCC sovereign wealth funds
hold assets valued at approximately USD 4.4
trillion.

éddah Mecca

SOMAI '~

GCC Economic Diversification
Why diversify?

- Over the past few decades, GCC countries have
achieved remarkable economic growth.

- Nevertheless, they continue to grapple with major seessnet il
structural impediments hindering their economic
diversification efforts.

* Among these challenges are the rentier state model of
development, heavily reliant on oil revenues, and the
pressing need for industrialization and human capital
development.

* Eventhough the GCC nations have accumulated
substantial financial surpluses and maintained
economic and political stability, the decline in oil
prices has exposed the structural weaknesses of their
economies.
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GCC Economic Diversification Why diversify?

* Oildependency: GCC region’s reliance on oil revenues.

* Oiland gas production represent over 40% of GDP in GCC countries with the exception
of the UAE and Bahrain.

» Oil and gas still account for around 70-90% of government revenues in most GCC
countries.

» Oil extraction remains vital given its direct contribution to GDP and Governments’
revenue.

* More alarmingly, transfers of hydrocarbon revenues indirectly support the region’s non-
oil activity, which accounts for over 70% of total revenues in GCC countries except
Saudi Arabia and the UAE.

» Sectors such as refining, chemicals, food and metals and power generation capacity are
designed to take advantage of access to cheap oil and gas, while the ever-expanding
tourism sector, reliant on long-haul visitors, is also relatively oil-intensive.

GCC Economic Diversification: Why Diversify?

* The expected fall in hydrocarbon reserves and revenues has long motivated
GCC countries to diversify their economies by developing productive sectors
outside oil and gas.

* The sustainability of hydrocarbon revenues among Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) economies has been a major concern for decades, prompting a
plethora of policies, visions and reforms focused on economic
diversification.

* Oil extraction remains vital given its direct contribution to GDP.

* Undoubtedly, oil will continue to play an important role in the foreseeable
future, even as demand for hydrocarbons is set to run out of steam and
weaken from current levels, consistent with the gradual transition towards
renewable energy, in line with the Paris Agreement to achieve net carbon
zero by 2040,
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GCC Economic Diversification. Why diversify?

* Global energy transition: Shift toward renewables and net-zero
targets pressures oil-dependent economies.

* Oil price volatility complicates and reduces planning horizons;
Even though the GCC states have accumulated substantial
financial surpluses and maintained economic and political
stability, the decline in oil prices has exposed the structural
weaknesses of their economies.

* |tis not a mere coincidence that economic diversification
coincides with the accelerating global transition to renewable
energy and electrification, a transition that is reshaping entire
economies previously dependent on fossil fuels.

GCC Economic Diversification :

why Diversify?

* Rising energy demand in the region.

* Economic logic: free up oil & gas for export by using renewables
domestically.
* Climate change and Global energy transition: Global pressure to
cut carbon emissions.
» Shift toward renewables and net-zero targets pressures oil-
dependent economies.
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GCC Economic Diversification :

why Diversify?

* Demography and Youth Demographics in
GCC

* The total population of the GCC region nearly
doubled over 20 years, increasing from 26.2
million in 1995 to 56.4 million in 2021.

* In 2021, over 50% of the local population
was under 25 years of age ), while the
proportion of older citizens is low. In
2021, some countries had approximately
5% of locals over the age of 65 years of
age.

* Youth demographics: Rapidly growing,
young populations require job creation in
non-oil sectors

2015 2090 2015 2040

85+ 01| 04 85+ 02| 05
80-84 02 09 80-84 03 | 08
7579 04 1 20 7579 0s |1 17
70-74 06 33 70-74 08 2.3
65-69 0.9 48 6569 11 4.4
60-64 19 56 60-64 17 5.7
55-59 3.4 5.8 55-59 2.4 6.4
50-54 54 7.0 50-54 38 7.0
45-49 7.6 84 45-49 55 7.1
40-44 108 91 40-44 79 6.8
35-39 12.7 95 3539 100 6.9
30-34 131 9.5 3034 106 75
25-29 116 82 2529 101 77
20-24 73 6.4 2024 26 7.7
15-19 53 51 15-19 7.8 72
10-14 5.5 48 10-14 8.4 (2]

5.9 6.3 46 5-9 6 6.5

0-4 6.9 46 04 105 65

Males. Females

Percent of population Percent of population
2015 2040 2015 2040
32,289,480 Total population 42,865,984 20,410,953 Total population 29,528,150

‘GCC Economic Diversification: Why Diversify?

* Challenges in maintaining the Social
Contract.

* New leadership

The Social Contract
¢:L£n‘,'l dall
e

0% TAX ﬁ @ {
h=

Sheikh Al- Wﬂ a "._\‘ -
"'f"”w . : | : Nasir, 30 — ! Fotimo; 28
A‘ 30 jals s R - _
o aJlas 5 5

i, , e B st
s n T AN s
[

m & "sm!
jm& moman.at B sanjest 27 __"m!mu, S
DUBRI A, e oot ) 5

Session 3-1 | Abdullah Baabood 65



* While this strategy has long been used to foster
economic growth and resilience, itis particularly
relevant to the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries.

Economic diversification refers to the process of
reducing reliance on a single income source by
expanding into multiple sectors and markets.

Economic diversification is essential for countries to
lessen their reliance on a limited array of economic
activities, thereby increasing their resilience to
economic shocks and promoting sustainable growth.

Economic diversification has been a primary policy
goal for commodity-producing nations to reduce the
volatility in growth, trade, and revenue resulting from
price and volume fluctuations.

GCC Economic Diversification: not
an option but a necessity

GCC Economic Diversification: : not an
option but a necessity

* Economic diversification in the GCC involves shifting away from
dependence on oil revenues towards a more balanced economy
with diverse sectors, including technology, tourism, and renewable
energy.

* This strategy aims to mitigate risks associated with fluctuating oil
prices and achieve sustainable economic growth.

* The GCC nations are actively implementing initiatives to foster this
transition, including attracting foreign investment and streamlining
business procedures.
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GCC Economic Diversification:
country vision

2 ;3 il Within the GCC consortium, each member state has crafted individualized

Gasnem ao oo strategic economic roadmaps, with notable undertakings such as:

a3 sas o 90
BAHRAIN SDG=

Bahrain’s Economic Vision 2030:

Historically one of the most diversified countries in the GCC, with efforts
focused on financial services and technology.

Bahrain’s blueprint for 2030 endeavors to steer away from petroleum
dependency, emphasizing knowledge-centric sectors.

Its ascent as afinancial nexus and growth in domains like ICT and tourism
are notable accomplishments.

Nonetheless, labor market reforms and the private sector’s frequent reliance
on governmental projects pose challenges.

Kuwait’s Vision 2035:

* Termed ‘New Kuwait’, the 2035 vision aspires to metamorphose Kuwait into a
financial and commercial epicenter.While there have been notable
infrastructural advancements and a drive for foreign investments,
bureaucratic impediments and protracted project timelines, coupled with
continued petroleum revenue reliance, remain concerns.

GCC Economic Diversification:
country vision

* Qatar’s National Vision 2030:

* Developing a strong economy in other sectors including financial
services and tourism .This vision encompasses human, societal,
economic, and environmental components. Infrastructure
preparations for the 2022 FIFA World Cup and ventures into
tourism are commendable achievements.

* However, delays in certain project schedules have posed
challenges, albeit ones they are navigating.

* Oman'’s Vision 2040:

+ Oman’s 2040 blueprint seeks economic diversification, improved
living standards, and human capital development.

Noteworthy are its inroads into sectors like eco-tourism and
digital platforms.

* However, the pace of diversification, elevated youth
unemployment, and challenges in eschewing petroleum
dependency remain.
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GCC Economic Diversification:
country vision

+ SaudiArabia’s Vision 2030:

+ SaudiArabia’s 2030 vision amounts to an extensive economic transformation. It Focuses on
non-oil sectors like tourism, entertainment, and renewable energy, with initiatives like the
Women Empowerment Budget Initiative.

§ + Opening its gates to international tourism and ushering in a nascententertainment sector
are laudable steps forward. Yet concerns over societal reforms, the velocity of change, and
challenges in attracting global investment persist.

* UAE:

¥ . The UAE has presented comprehensive strategies like the UAE Centennial 2071 and the “We
the UAE 2031’ vision, augmented by regional endeavors such as the Abu Dhabi’s Vision 2030.

+ Economic diversification visions are designed to reduce dependence on oil and foster
sustainable, knowledge-based economies.

+ Leadingthe way in diversification with a focus on technology, finance, and tourism, and
providing an enabling environment for business and entrepreneurship.

+ Aiming to enhance the UAE’s position as a global economic hub, We the UAE 2031 follows
the UAE Vision 2021’s plan to develop the nation’s healthcare, education, sustainability, and

infrastructure.
i * The vision focuses on moving the nation forward through society, diplomacy, the economy,
—'bl—ﬁ‘ and ecosystem.
WE THE UAE + Challenges persistin fostering a genuinely diversified economy beyond petroleum and
2031 property, and there are apprehensions regarding the sustainability of certain ambitious

projects amidst global economic shifts.

Focus Areas vs. GCC Vision Priorities

Focus Area UAE (Vision

+ Forexample, Saudi Arabia’s commitment to this paradigm 202112071)
shiftis evident through ventures like the NEOM project and
the King Abdullah Financial District.

Economic

+ Bahrain’s progress, particularly following the release of itS  pwersification
Economic Vision 2030, exemplifies the potential of

b £t £ Private Sector High High Medium Medium High Medium
diversification. Empawerment
+ Dubai’srise as a global hub is underlined by Human Capia Medum  High High High Wedum High
achievements such as the Burj Khalifa and hubs like the Sieionme
Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) that cement its I;;;rﬂfﬂ;l@gyam High High Wedium Medum High Medum
global standing.

a s . . o Susk bilit d High High High Medi WMedi High

+ Concurrently, Abu Dhabi is making strides in its e [ & & S ot &
diversification efforts while acknowledging the continuing
economic contribution of its petrochemical assets. Tourism, Culture,  High High e ¥ e R

and Entertainment

« ltsventures into tourism, culture, and education are
evident with establishments like NYU Abu Dhabi and The

. Infrastructure and High High Medium High Medium High
Louvre Abu Dhabi. Logistics
Governance and High High High Medium High Wedium

Institutional Reform
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GCC Economic Diversification

* For the most part, despite each tailored to their respective nations, they
overall have a strategy where they aim for their economies to achieve some of
the following aims:

* Diverse economic sectors

* Drive Innovation and Entrepreneurship
* Digital transformation

* Job Creation and Economic Growth

* The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is at a transformative moment as it
pivots from its historical reliance on oil towards a more diversified,
investment-attractive economy.

GCC Economic Diversification

In the years following the pandemic, GCC countries have introduced several reforms to enhance non-oil
sector activities, albeit at different paces.

These reforms encompassed a wide range of measures, including Saudi Arabia’s introduction of a new
investment code, privatization initiatives in the UAE and Oman, enhancements to regulatory and business
environments, and comprehensive labor market reforms.

The latter included offering long-term visas, increasing labor market flexibility, promoting female participation
in the workforce, and encouraging national employment within the private sector.

Combined with the pursuit of large-scale projects, these efforts, have significantly strengthened the resilience
of GCC economies.

Qatar’s hosting of the the World Cup serves as a prime example, driving growth and attracting substantial
investments.

Similarly, Saudi Arabia has made notable strides through the implementation of giga projects, promotion of
FDI-led activities, and the gradual opening of previously restricted sectors.

Both Saudi Arabia and the UAE, have experienced a non-oil-driven trade growth, further contributing to the
region’s economic diversification efforts.

Fiscal reform: Taxation and cutting of subsidies; The introduction of broad-based revenue measures like VAT,
and corporation tax not only to reduce deficits but will also improve GCC states' administrative capacity.
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GCC Economic Diversification: Is it going to
work?

* The visionary strategies undertaken by the GCC nations are poised to
transform the regional economic landscape, showcasing their readiness
to embrace a future beyond petroleum.

* However, while these strategies have undeniably influenced the direction
of their economies, their full potential has yet to be actualized.

Several of these initiatives, though innovative at inception, did not fully
account for the myriad challenges the future held.

The global disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic significantly
altered economic dynamics, impacting trade, tourism, and global
collaboration, areas where GCC nations hold significant stakes.

Furthermore, escalating geopolitical tensions in recent years have further
complicated the realization of these strategic visions.

GCC Economic Diversification: Is it going to
work?

+ Challenges and future prospects:

+ Economic diversification remains a multifaceted process that requires a holistic approach. Through strategic efforts and
learning from global best practices, GCC countries can mitigate economic vulnerabilities and build more sustainable
futures.

+ Current development plans unanimously identify diversification as the key to securing stable and sustainable of income
levels in the years ahead. Nevertheless, structural barriers to diversification persist, including the replication of economic
activities among GCC states and sizable obstacles to interregional trade.

+ Maintaining momentum: The issue of economic diversification has gained a renewed sense of urgency in Gulf Arab
countries. Sustaining diversification efforts requires consistent policy reforms and a commitment to attracting investment.
Reinvigorating the private sector and implementing broader reforms are crucial components in the future of economic
diversification for GCC nations.

+ Addressing workforce challenges: Job localization: Replacing expatriate labor with nationals remains difficult.,Ensuring
that GCC nationals have access to opportunities in the diverse economy is a key challenge. The rentier psychology which
includes entittement is not easy to overcome!

+ Balancing public and private sector roles: Striking a balance between government initiatives and private sector
development is crucialfor sustainable growth. The limitation of. State Capitalism will continue to be a challenge to the
private sector.

+ Implementation gaps: Bureaucracy and resistance to change can slow reform

* Regional and global partnerships: Collaborating with other countries and international organizations can help GCC
nations achieve their diversification goals. Conflicts and reconciliations. Caravans in different directions!

« O litinal ricles Raginnal tencinnelan g lran Yamsen) ran deterinusctnre
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Extended abstract

This paper analyses the spatial and sectoral distribution of Greenfield FDI flows across Egypt’s
27 governorates from the early years of FDI in the 1970s until 2020. The paper employs a
unique dataset at the governorate level from the General Authority for Investment and Free
Zones in Egypt. The dataset has several advantages. First, it begins in 1972, when Egypt
received its first Greenfield FDI inflows in anticipation of the country’s new open-door policy.
Second, Greenfield FDI inflows are disaggregated for all 27 Egyptian governorates, which
enables a spatial analysis at the governorate level. Third, the dataset allows for a disaggregation
of Greenfield FDI inflows by sector (excluding the petroleum sector), capturing the sectoral
heterogeneity of Greenfield FDI. The dataset also differentiates between five service

subsectors. Fourth, the dataset includes domestic private investments.

The data show that Greenfield FDI is unevenly distributed across Egyptian governorates.
Assessing the development of the spatial concentration of Greenfield FDI over time by
employing different inequality measures, the analysis shows that regional concentration of
Greenfield FDI initially declines until the mid/late1990s, followed by a phase of stagnation in
the 2000s, before increasing again in the 2010s. Moreover, disaggregating Greenfield FDI by
sector reveals differences in the patterns of FDI spatial concentration across sectors, supporting
the notion of sectoral heterogeneity regarding FDI spatial patterns (Haini and Tan, 2022;
Hanafy and Marktanner, 2019). We find that FDI in the service sector shows the strongest
spatial concentration, particularly in ICT and finance, whereas manufacturing FDI shows the
most geographically dispersed pattern. Although the spatial concentration of FDI within a
country is not unusual, its concentration in only a few regions might prevent the dissemination
of positive FDI effects throughout the whole economy and thus increase regional inequality and

weaken national and social cohesion.
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Employing fixed-effects panel data estimations at the governorate level reveals the
determinants of the regional concentration of Greenfield FDI inflows across Egypt, considering
agglomeration, market, labor, and regional policy variables. An interesting result is that new
FDI is not attracted to locations of previous FDI agglomerations per se; instead, it is the
agglomeration of domestic private investments that matters. That is, foreign investors strongly
prefer the locations where Egyptian private investors have already concentrated their activities.
This could be due to several factors, including the presence of agglomeration economies in the
form of forward and backward linkages, as well as joint venture options. Moreover, local
investors are expected to be better informed about a location’s relative attractiveness. This
finding regarding foreign investors’ behavior in Egypt is strongly supported by evidence from
the meta-regression analysis by Jones (2017), which shows that agglomeration economies
generated from domestic, rather than foreign, activity have the strongest effects on FDI location

choice.

Considering these findings, we argue that the regional concentration of Greenfield FDIin Egypt
is partly a consequence of already pre-existing economic disparities between governorates,
which affect the latter’s ability to attract domestic investors in the first place. That is, foreign
investors may amplify existing regional disparities, but they do not necessarily cause them.
Another interesting finding is that regional public investments seem to crowd out Greenfield
FDI from non-Arab countries, which should be alarming for policymakers, especially
considering the current growing role of public investment in Egypt. Instead, the government
should focus on promoting and facilitating private investments (e.g. through Free Zones) to

attract FDI into lagging regions.

JEL Codes: F21, E22, R12, 053, Z10
Keywords: Foreign Direct investment, regional FDI, regional disparities, agglomeration

economies, sectoral heterogeneity.
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1. Introduction

«  The global environmental crisis has increased the need for sustainable
development
+  However, implementing and engaging in environmentally friendly projects and
investment requires substantial funding
v The Asian Development Bank estimates that particularly, developing countries will need
an annual investment US$210 billion from 2016 to 2030 to sustain growth, eliminate
poverty, and address climate change challenges
+ Many studies emphasize the importance of financial development in promoting
renewable energy (Le et al. 2020; Shahbaz et al. 2021; Awijen et al. 2022; Pata
et al., 2022)
*  Building on this, Islamic finance has been gaining global traction as an emerging
source of funding for environmentally sustainable projects
+ However, despite the growing role of Islamic finance, existing studies have rarely

explored its connection with sustainable development initiatives.
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4
1.1 Research aim and questions 1. Introduction
« Touncover the potential role of Islamic financial development in
Aim promoting renewable energy production across different regions
N/
+ Does Islamic finance development significantly promote the
Main development of renewable energy?
question
N/
i + How does the relationship vary across different regions?
question « Is the impact of IFDI on RE more pronounced in specific institutional
contexts?
4
4

2. Theoretical background

(2017-2023, USD Billion)

» Islamic finance has gained significant attention

»  Global Islamic financial asset US$ 4.9 trillion (2023)

7528 ¢ Sukik
v Islamic bonds, providing shariah-compliant
a0 925 liquidity in the public debt market
3852 3919 -
3,359 : v’ "An certificates that represents the holders’

2,786 2,901

proportionate ownership in undivided shares of
tangible assets, usufructs, services or assets of
specific projects” (AAOIFI, IFSB)

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2028 v The value of sukuk outstanding in 2022 was
(PR US$ 788.39 billion

<Source: IFDI, 2023>
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2. Theoretical background

Iran 1676
Saudi Arabia
Malaysia
UAE

Kuwait
Indonesia
Bahrain
Qatar
Turkiye

Pakistan

® islamic @ Conventional

Islamic Finance Assets by Top Countries Share of Islamic assets by country
(USD Billion, 2023) (%, 2020)

<Source: IFDI, 2023> <Source: Statista, 2022>

2. Theoretical background

Financial Channel Perspective

+ Financial development is positively associated with Renewable energy (RE) growth

+ In particular, green finance has shown a strong positive link with RE development

+ Accordingly, instruments such as green Sukuk and Islamic green loans can facilitate RE financing

+ Several countries have started to adopt Islamic finance as an alternative financing mechanism for
environmental friendly projects

+ The asset-based nature of Islamic finance makes it well-suited for infrastructure investment such as RE

projects

Sustainability Perspective

« CSR, ESG and Islamic finance share common principles rooted in ethics and responsibility
«  Stakeholder theory
*  CSR-related obligations encourages Islamic financial institutions to actively support sustainable

development geals
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2.1 Conceptual model
Islamic

Capital
provision

Alternative
A financial
{ channel
Finance ~

\# Sustainability

perspective

Ethical
alignment

Financial

2. Theoretical background

Development

Renewable

Energy

GDP

Development

coz

FDI

Natural

Resources

@

3. Literature review

Financial Development and Renewable Energy

+ Existing studies identify key determinants of renewable energy development

+ Various factors have been examined, including institutional quality, financial development,

carbon emissions, innovation, and human capital (Bamati & Raoofi, 2020; Li et al., 2020; Uzar,

2020; Khan & Ozturk, 2021; Awijun et al., 2022, Li et al., 2024)

« In particular, many studies have highlighted the positive link between financial development

and renewable energy deployment (Le et al., 2020; Shahbaz et al., 2021; Pata et al., 2022)
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Green finance and Renewable Energy

+ Green finance instruments have been found to significantly promote renewable energy
development (Wang et al., 2021; Zhang et al., 2021; Zheng et al., 2022; Dong et al., 2023)

« Several studies focus on the context of China, non-OECD, and Southeast Asian countries

Islamic finance and Environmental Sustainability

+ Several studies examine the relationship between green sukuk or Islamic banking and CO2
emissions (Iskandar et al., 2020; Setiawati & Salsabila, 2022; Suriani et al., 2024)

« The use of sukuk has been explored through qualitative approaches and case studies
(Handayani & Surachman, 2017; Morea & Poggi, 2017; Alhammadi, 2024)

+ The link between Islamic finance and renewakble energy (Siswantoro, 2023)

+ However, these studies primarily focus on the total issuance of sukuk or the volume of

financing, rather than broader development outcomes

3.1 Hypothesis development
H1: Islamic finance development has a positive impact on renewable energy
development

H2: The impact of Islamic finance development on renewable energy varies

across different regions

H3: The impact of Islamic finance development on renewable energy development

varies according to a country’s institutional settings
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4. Methods

o Data

+ Panel data covering 32 countries
+ Time period: 2012 ~ 2021

9 Model Specification

« Fixed effects panel regression
REy = a + 1IFDIi + BoXir + 1 +ye + &t

Where:

¥ Re;;: Renewable energy develoopment in country i at time t

¥ IFDIy:Islamic Finance Development Indicator

v Xip:Vector of control variables (FD, GDP, 02, FDI, Natural resources)
v py: Country fixed ef fects

¥ y.:Time fixed ef fects

v & error term .

List of variables

Variable Definition Sources
Dependent variable

Renewable energy development

i3 (production)

BP Statistical Review of World Energy

Independent variable

IFDI Islamic finance development indicator  Refinitiv & ICD

Control variable

Financial development (domestic credit

FD by FiRancial S=ctas % oF GOB) World Development Indicators (WDI)
GDP GDP per capita World Development Indicators (WDI)
coz2 CO2 emissions World Development Indicators (WDI)
NR Total natural resources rent (% of GDP) World Development Indicators (WDI)
FDI Foreign direct investment World Development Indicators (WDI)
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Descriptive statistics

RE

IFDI

FD

GDP

co2
Natural
Resources

FDI

Obs.

320

320

283

320

320

319

283

Mean

-4.2465

2.4028

86.810

10.2589

49546

9.1783

22.92657

Std. dev.

2.5905

1.3536

60.87002

098120

1.4175

12.8155

1.7079

Min

-8.7403

-2.0975

6.8143

8.3645

1.8624

0.00017

18.543

Max

0.1441

5.0526

254.6681

11.8763

8.5648

58.1449

26.9604

Descriptive statistics by region

Std. dev.

RE -5.5855 2.2676
IFDI 31977 09082
D 54.0709 30.6705
GDP 10.3135 0.8291
coz? 51082 06708
R’::;ﬂis 211217 15.5152
FDI 21.8432 11619

Mean

40414

26418

81.6589

9.7304

5.0508

4.8332

22.8381

Std. dew.

21795

1.2244

62.2766

0.8981

1.2580

7.0494

15291

Mean

-3.0551

11744

1356421

10.9614

4.6451

2.3169

24.1559

Std. dev.

2.8173

1.0761

56.0113

2.0665

3.9847

1.7614

RE

IFDI

D

GDP

Natural
Resources

FDI

Malaysia & Indonesia

Mean

-2.9543

43550

79.7466

9.79655

59053

54658

23.3207

Std. dew.

12176

05411

43.4197

04746

04154

20215

0.5479

-6.8795

39626

70.3341

11.0470

5.0616

28.4408

21.7604

Std. dev.

15183

0.2510

24.3886

0.3820

0.7287

11.5736

13729
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5. Result and discussion

IFDI 0.218"
(0.1095)
FD 0.005
(0.0037)
GDP 2.500°
(1.27119)
co2 1.123
(1.2843)
NR 0.031
(0.0183)
FDI 0.027
(0.0735)
Intercept -36.370%*
(10.0018)
R? 0.226
Observations 252
4
. .
5. Result and discussion
Variable (1) MENA (2) Asia (3) West
IFDI 0.188 0463 -0.025
(0.4332) (0.2454) (0.0670)
FD 0.029 -0.003 -0.001
(0.0228) (0.0169) (0.0035)
GDP 1.309 2,885 1975
(3.3047) (1.2873) (1.7266)
coz 5.524% 0.327 2,958
(2.0673) (16532) (0.4957)
NR 0.018 0.027 0.050
(0.0399) (0.0475) (0.0272)
FDI 0.148 0.069 0.000
(0.1947) (0.0977) (0.0435)
Intercept 52520 -36.150° -10.339
(26.6304) (9.6125) (18.4543)
R? 0.447 0.308 0.602
Observations 73 118 61
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) )
5. Result and discussion
Variable (1) Low (2) High
IFDI 0355 -0.081
(0.1353) (0.1297)
FD -0.013 0.003
(0.0163) (0.0044)
GDP 0373 2257
(2.0292) (1.2918)
co2 3475 -1.293
(1.9987) (1.2572)
NR -0.033 -0.057*
(0.0262) (0.0298)
FDI -0.050 013
(0.0874) (0.1165)
Intercept -24 57T1% -24 624*
(13.0033) (13.3668)
R2 0437 0112
Observations 132 120

@

6. Conclusion

Key findings

energy production
* Regional heterogeneity:

+ lIslamic finance development has a positive and statistically significant effect on renewable

« InAsia, IFDI shows a positive and significant effect
¥ Active green sukuk market, strong Islamic finance adoption
* In MENA, the effect is positive but not statistically significant
¥ Oil dependency, government-led RE projects
« In the West, the effect is negative and not significant
¥ Minimal IF presence, mature conventional finance
+ Institutional quality heterogeneity:

* In countries with low institutional quality, IFDI has a positive and significant effect
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6. Conclusion

Policy implication

« Strengthening Islamic finance infrastructure can serve as an effective alternative funding source for renewable
energy projects

+ ltis essential to actively utilize Islamic financial instruments to support renewable energy projects in Asia

+ Prometing private-sector participation in MENA's renewable energy sector may boost the relevance of Islamic
finance

+ Therole of Islamic finance in sustainable development is expected to expand further

Future research

+ Use broader panel datasets with more countries and longer time spans
« Investigate the impact of specific Islamic finance instruments
+ Compare Islamic and conventional finance in promoting renewable energy

A
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WVS Wave 7 (2017-2022)
Important child qualities: religious faith
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Introduction

« Over the past century and a half, the relationship between Islamic law and
constitutions has developed from a concern for the educated and economic
elite to a fundamental political topic, addressed across many Muslim-majority
societies (Brown & Revkin, 2015).

« This is not surprising given that polls have been consistently showing that most
Muslims demand more role for Islam in shaping politics and laws (ASDA'A
BCW Arab Youth Survey, 2023; Pew Research Center, 2022; 2013).

+ March (2015) states that almost all Muslim-majority states have some formal
commitment to Islam and Islamic law in their constitutions.

« Ahmed and Ginsburg (2014, p. 635) show that Islamic constitutional clauses
have been widely spreading since the second part of the twentieth century and
were featured in the constitutions of about forty percent of Muslim-majority
countries in 2014.

« The rise in the role of Islam in constitutions often correlates with changes in
economic, social, political and legal outcomes.

How is Islam (inappropriately) measured?

* Most of the empirical (quantitative) social science studies on
Islam suffer from a fundamental flaw; Muslim population share
is used as a measure for Islam, ignoring the fact that religiosity

among Muslim population significantly varies in time and place.

+ Nigerian Muslims, comprising around 50% of population, are significantly

more observant to Islam than Turkish Muslims, representing around 98% of
population (PEW Research Center, 2008).

* Moreover, it is not clear how the Muslim population share
might be transmitted into various economic, social and political
outcomes.

Bottom Line: Empirical studies focus mainly on Muslims, and not
on Islam per se.
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Islam as a formal Institution

» While formal institutions include written constitution, laws,
policies, and regulations enforced by official authorities,
informal institutions are (the often unwritten) social norms,
values, customs or traditions that shape thought and behavior
(Leftwich & Sen, 2010; Berman, 2013).

* Religious belief is usually considered an informal institution
(Pejovich, 1999; Dobler, 2009; Domjahn, 2012).

* Yet, religious provisions in constitutions are considered formal
institutions, as religion is coded and administrated under
constitutional authority (Gouda, 2013; Gouda and Gutmann,
2021).

Islamic Constitutions Index (ICl)

« Using the framework of the Comparative Constitutions Project by Elkins

et al. (2009), Ahmed and Gouda (2015) develop the Islamic
Constitutions Index measures the degree of Islamization of
constitutions.

* This is done through utilizing a unique model Islamic constitution,
developed in 1978 by Al-Azhar University (Gouda, 2013), as a point of
reference to identify a set of 30 distinctive Islamic characteristics of
constitutions.

* The Islamic Constitutions Index remains the only dataset that offers a
systematic coding of Islamic constitutional provisions. It covers the
enacted national constitutions of the 57 countries that are members of
the Organization of Islamic Co-operation (OIC) in the year 2014 (Ahmed
& Gouda, 2015)
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Consequences of Islamic Constitutionalism

* Considerable empirical literature shows that Islamic constitutional
provisions have significant consequences on gender equality (Gouda &
Potrafke, 2016), rule of law (Gouda, 2013; Gutmann & Voigt, 2015;
2018), protection of rights of religious minorities (Gouda & Gutmann,
2021), as well as democracy (Gouda & Hanafy, 2022).

* Nevertheless, a significant caveat with this body of literature is that the
period investigated is considerably limited, usually between the years
1990 and 2014 (Gouda & Gutmann, 2021; Gouda & Hanafy, 2022).

* Due to this drawback, the Islamic constitutional provisions do not
change in almost all constitutions investigated, thus limiting robust
examination of the causality between Islamic constitutional provisions
and various outcomes.

This study

* This study significantly expands the work of Ahmed and Gouda (2015)
through investigating and codifying all historical and current constitutions
of all OIC members, starting with the Tunisian constitution of 1861 which is
considered to be the first constitution of a Muslim-majority country and
reaching the constitutions in force in 2022.

« | modify and reorganize the 30 “Islamic clauses” identified by Ahmed and
Gouda (2015) as capturing the universe of all Islamic clauses based on
the Al-Azhar constitution and construct a survey instrument codifying the
clauses.

* The extended dataset includes more than 275 thousand data entry points,
since 30 benchmarks are investigated through the constitutions of around

57 countries in a period of around 161 years.

« Research assistance from Harvard Islamic Law Program.
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Al-Azhar Constitution of 1978

The Naoble Al-
- Azhar
a2l 2N |7 |slamic Research
LYl Sy ol g ana Academy

The ‘Islamic
Constitution” Project

\ & 5 —ia

ekl sl

Presented by:
The General
Secretariat of the
Islamic Research
Academy (IRA)

e piia

An English translation can be downloaded from:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/272306686 The 1978 Al-
Azhar's Project for an Islamic Constitution

Background on The Al-Azhar Constitution

« Initiation: Islamic Research Academy (IRA) 8" meeting, October

1977.
* IRA to draft an Islamic constitution as a guide for any country that
“wishes to model itself after the Islamic sharr’a.”
+ “Principles laid down agree with those shared between the various
Islamic schools of jurisprudence to the utmost extent possible.”

* Finalized and published in Al-Azhar official magazine (1978).

* Ignored due to political circumstances (Egyptian-Israeli peace
treaty & the assassination of President Sadat).

» Several influential Islamic political movements calling for its
implementation in Egypt (2011-2012).
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Why study Al-Azhar Constitution?

1. Only modern constitution that is fully developed by a religious
entity (imagine the Pope writing Ireland’s constitution!).

2. Sums up Islamic legal thought on government and state.

3. The committee behind its development are not Islamists per
se.

4. As Al-Azhar is considered by many as the most sought-for
moderate entity in the Islamic world, this constitution
represents a moderate version of contemporary Islamic
thought.

5. The constitution principles converge various legal schools of
Islam to the maximum. (‘median’ thesis of Islamic shari'a)

CICD Methodolgy

* Iidentify and regroup 30 “Islamic clauses” capturing the universe of Islamic
clauses found in the Al-Azhar constitution.
*  The 30 Islamic clauses are divided into 7 categories:
A. General Characteristics
Rights
Executive
. Legislation
Judiciary

Economy

G m@Hogonw

. Islamic Social Norms

* I survey constitutions of countries that are members of the Organization of
Islamic Co-operation (OIC)
— “the collective voice of the Muslim world and ensuring to safeguard and protect

the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace
and harmony among various people of the world.” (OIC website, 2013).
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CICD Components

Benchmarks Al-Azhar Constitution
A. General Characteristics
Q1. [Preamble]- Does the Preamble reference Islamic idiom? Preamble
Q2. [Calendar]- Does the constitution reference an Islamic calendar andfor holidays? Article 15
Q3. [StateRel]- Does the constitution declare Islam as the state religion? Article 1b
Q4. [Oath]- Does it include Islamic references in the presidential, ministerial, or i
2 Article 48
parliamentary oath?
Q5. [Amendment]- Are provisions related to Islam unamendable? Preamble, Article 1b
Q8. [Authority]- Does the source of autherity or power stem from religious principles? Articles 55, 56, 57
B. Rights
Q7. [Rights]- Are any rights or freedoms subject to Sharia requirements? Article 29
Q8. [CTZMuslim]- Does the constitution require all citizens to be Muslim? No mention of non-Muslims
Q9. [Women]- Does the constitution declare that women should serve their husband
i SEE T Article 8
or that serving the family is their priority?
16
Benchmarks Al-Azhar Constitution
C. Executive
Q10. [Duty]- Does the head or state/lgovemment have seme religious duties or
: T Article 47
symbolic obligations?
Q11. [HDMuslim]- Must the head of state/government be Muslim? Article 47
Q12. [HDKnowledge]- Is Islamic knowledge a prerequisite for the head of
Article 47
state/govemment?
Q13. [Accountability]- Is the govemment accountable for ruling in accerdance with Article 7
Islam? R
Q14. [Pledge]- Is the head of state/[government appeinted through a pledge of
& ) Article 48
allegiance (bai‘ah)?
Q15. [Advisory]- Does the constitution establish a religious advisory council? Article 83
D. Legislation '
Q16. [Source]- Is Islam identified as a source of legislation? Article 1b
Q17. [Supremacy] - What is the degree of Islamic supremacy in legislation? Code the WG
intensity (Only asked if Q16 is answered “Yes”) e
@18. [Repugnance]- Does the constitution prohibit laws that contradict Islam? Articles 83, 92
Q9. |.:Cm'!1e].- Does the. constitution expl.lcltly prcw:ldefor the implementation of Articles 56. 58 69 71 72 79
Islamic criminal penalties (e.g., amputations, stoning)? Y
17
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CICD Components

Benchmarks Al-Azhar Constitution
Q20. [Judiciary]- Is there a provision requiring the judiciary to apply Sharia or reject
o Article 81
laws contradicting it?
Q21. [JDMuslim]- Must judges of the highest court be Muslim? Articles 61, 65
Q22. [JDKnowledge]- Must judges of the highest court have Islamic legal knowledge? Article 65
Q23. [Compliance]- Does the constitution establish a religious council or judicial court Article 83

to review legislation for Sharia compliance?

Qz24. [Economy] - Does the constitution mandate that economic activities, trade, or
: 2 i Article 23
banking adhere to Islamic principles?

Q25. [Interesd- Does the constitution prohibit interest (riba)? Article 23

Q286. [Alms]- Does the constitution provide for the recognition or organization of alms,
. Article 26
charity, zakat, or waqf?

G. Islamic Social Norms

Q27. [Moral}- Are Islamic morals given a constitutional foundation? Article 7
Q28. [Education]- Does the constitution mandate the provision of Islamic (or religious)
- Articles 10, 11

education?
Q29. [Unity]- Does the constitution reference unity with the Muslim werld or the concept

2 i 5 Article 1-3
of Ummabh (Islamic political community)?
Q30. [Jihad]- Does the constitution reference jihad or the defense of faith? Article 56

18

« All questions are coded in binary format (Yes=1; No=0), with one exception:

+ Q17. [SUPERMACY] - What is its degree of supremacy of Islam? Code the
intensity
Regarding Islam:
= Islam/slamic law/sharia=2 poinis
+ "Principles" of Islam/Aslamic law/sharia= 1 points

Regarding Law:

* "A"source of law or if there is no other law governing a mafter then Islamic law can
come in=1 points

+ "A"primary or basic or foundational source of law=2 points

* "THE" source (or the only source). (In case it is implying that Islamic law is the only
source)=3 points

Examples:

« Islamic law is the source of all legislation” Score:2+3=5

* "The principles of Islam is the source of all legislation” Score: 1+3=4

« "The principles of Islam are the major/primary source of all legislation” Score: 1+2=3

« | subtract 1 out of the total score to adjust the distribution of this indicator. (v.2)
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Islamic Constitutions Index
(Ahmed and Gouda, 2015)

Rank Countries sSum Rank Countries Sum
1 |iran 1979 (r. 1989) 26 | |15 Oman 1996 (. 2011) 8
2 | Saudi Arabia 1992 (r. 2005) 23 18 |Qatar 2003 8
3 |Maldives 2008 7 17 Kuwait 1962 (ri. 1992) 7
4 Pakistan 1973 (ri. 2002, 2012) 15 18 Morocco 2011 7
5 |Somalia 2012 14 19 JUAE 1971 (r. 2004) 7
8 |Afghanistan 2004 13 20 Comeros 2001 (r. 2009) 6
7 Yemep 1991 (rev. 2001) 13 21 Brunei 1959 (r. 1984) 5
g ﬁ::rggagooz 11 22 Malaysia 1957 (r. 1996) 5
10 |Algeria 1963 (r. 2008) g || 22 Syiad0ld 3
11 |Mauritania 1991 (. 2012) 9 24 Tunisia 2014 (Draft 5
12 |Sudan 2005 3 25 lordan 1952 (r. 2011) 4
13 |Egypt 2013 8 26 Bangladesh 1972 (ri. 1986,r. 2011) | 2
14 |Libya 2011 8 27 Djibouti 1992 (r. 2010) 1

Countries scored zero: Albania 1998 (r. 2008)%, Azerbaijan 1995 (r. 2009)", Benin 1990% Burkina Faso 1991 (r. 2012),
Cameroon 1972 (r. 2008), Chad 1996 (r. 2005)*, Cote D'lvoire 2000, Gabon 1991 (r. 1997), Gambia 1996 (r. 2004)*, Guinea
2010*, Guinea-Bissau 1984 (r. 1991), Guyana 1980 (r. 1995), Indonesia 1945 (ri. 1959, r. 2002), Kazakhstan 1995 (r. 1998)*,
Kyrgyz Republic 201 0%, Lebanon 1926 (r. 2004), Mali 1992*, Mozambique 2004 (r. 2007), Niger 2010, Nigeria 1999, Senegal
2001 (r. 2009)", Sierra Leone 1991 (ri. 1996, r. 2008), Suriname 1987 (r. 1992), Tajikistan 1994 (r. 2003)*, Togo 1992 (r.

2007), Turkey 1982 (r. 2002)*, Turkmenistan 2008* Uganda 1995 (r. 2005), Uzbekistan 1992*

Thank you
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Session 4 History and Religion: History of Islam and the Middle East

Mapping Diverse Buddhist-Islamic Coexistence:
Hyecho's Wangocheonchukgukjeon in the
context of Trump 2.0 Era’s Global Interfaith
Challenges

Jin Han Jeong
Anyang University, Korea

Mapping Diverse Buddhist-Islamic
Coexistence:

Hyecho’s Wangocheonchukgukjeon in the context of
Trump 2.0 Era’s Global Interfaith Challenges

KAMES 2025531, @
vtRZsE=Uk =
SRS %; ﬂ?_!' Anyang University HK+ East-West
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Huntington faded away but...

Hinduvuta, and Buddhism

Violence Between Hindus and Muslims in India
June 2019 - March 2024
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Bamiyan Buddha, arrival of Islam & before Taliban

Hyecho, the First Korean Cosmopolitan

*Birth in Silla (704)
* Study abroad to China (719)
* Travel to India by Sea (723)

e Southeast Asia > South Asia > West Asia >
Central Asia > China (~727)

* Composing a Travelogue
e Translating Buddhist Scripts
* Death in China (780)

Session 4-2 | Jin Han Jeong 103



Rediscovering the Value of Hyecho

Heycho’s (Uncertain) Route

By Su-il, Jeong By Michigan University Press

. P
U

Visit: “ (#, R #) ..(3R.7.58.9t) (T)(A,F8) .. (B, B,  Hearsay: “ (¢, X #) ... (E)(R.B,&,4b) ...(&, &,
) ..(B)..” )
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The only survival MMS of Hyecho’s Travelogue

The lost original text, consist of three books
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it X & Bl (Tokharistan)

* From Bamiyan | travelled further north and after twenty days arrived

at the country of Tokharistan. The capital city is called Bactra. At
present, the place is guarded and oppressed by Arab forces. The
original king was compelled to leave the capital, and he resided at
Badakhshan, which is one month's journey from the capital towards
the east. It is also under the authority of the Arabs. ... The king, the
chiefs, and the common people respect the Three Jewels (Buddhism).
There are many monasteries and monks. Hinayana Buddhism is
practiced. They eat meat, onions, and leeks. They do not profess any
other religions. All men cut their beards and hair, but women keep
their hair. The land is mountainous.

BT B (Persia)

From Tokharistan | travelled further west and after one month arrived at
the country of Persia. Formerly, the king of this country ruled over the
Arabs, One Arab, the camel keeper of the Persian king rebelled,
assassinated the king, and declared himself the ruler. This is the reason
why the country is now annexed by the Arabs. ... The languages is
different from that of other countries. The natives of this land are naturally
skilful in trade. They frequently sail to the western sea and enter the
southern sea, and take precious things from the country of Ceylon. ... They
also take gold from the Malay archipelago, sail to Chinese territory, and
proceed straight to Canton to buy silk gauze, silk wadding, and similar
things. The land produces fine cotton. The inhabitants like to slaughter
animals. They serve Heaven and have no knowledge of Buddhism.

106
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KEBE (Arab)

* Again, from the Kingdom of Fars, after ten days’ travel north and entering
the mountains, one arrives in Arabia. The king of this country does not stay
on his own land. The king of Arab does not live in his own country but
resides in 2N ER (Lesser Fulin, Syria). In order to conquer and claim Syria,
he even lives on one of its mountainous islands he resides in. ... The king
and the common people wear the same kind of clothing without
distinction.... When they eat food, there is no distinction between noble
and commoner. They take food together from the same plate with their
hands, and also use spoons and skewers. They very much dislike taking
readymade things. They say that to eat the meat that is slaughtered by
one's own hands brings boundless fortune. The inhabitants of this country
are fond of slaughtering. They serve Heaven, and have no knowledge of
Buddhism. In the law of the country, there is no convention of prostration.

A$#ER (Byzantine Empire)

Northwest of Lesser Fu-lin, along the sea shore, is the country of
Greater Fu-lin. The king has a very strong and large army. He is not
subject to any other country. The Arabs made a few attacks, which
did not succeed. The Turks also tried an invasion, which was also
unsuccessful. The land has many precious things. Camels, mules,
sheep, horses and such are very abundant. The dress is similar to
that of Persia and the Arabs. The language is distinct from others.
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BA B (Six Central Asian Countires)

* From the country of the Arabs to the east, all the countries belong to
the Hu(Muslim) people. These are the countries of Bukhara, Kaputana,
Kish, Shih-lo, Maimarg, and Samarkand. Though each of these
countries has its own king, they are all under the authority of the
Arabs. These countries are small, their armies are very limited, and
they are unable to protect themselves. ... Moreover, all these six

countries serve the Fire Religion. They have no knowledge of
Buddhism.

Samarkand & Koreans in the Afrasiab Mural

* Only in Samarkand is there one monastery and monk,
who does not know how to revere [the Three Jewels].
In these countries of the Hu people, both the beard

and hair are cut. People like to wear white caps made
of cotton.

108
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BN E ABE (Ferghana)

* To the east of Samarkand is the country of Ferghana where they have

two kings. The great Fu-yu river flows to the west from the center of
the country. The king to the south of the river is subject to the Arabs.
The king to the north of the river is subject to the Turks. The products
of the land include camels, mules, sheep, horses, and cotton cloth.
The dress is made of fur and cotton. The food is mainly pastry and
parched wheat. The language is different from that of other countries.
The inhabitants have no knowledge of Buddhism. There are no
monasteries, monks or nuns.

& I ] (Khuttal)

East of Ferghana there is a country called Khuttal. The king is of
Turkish origin. Half of the local inhabitants are Hu people, and the
other half are Turks. The products of this land include camels, mules,
sheep, horses, cows, asses, grapes, cotton cloth, and woolen rugs.
The dress is made of cotton and fur. The language is one-third
Tokharian, one-third Turkish, and one-third local dialect. The kings,
the chiefs, and the common people respect and believe the Three
Jewels. Hinayana Buddhism is practiced. This country is under the
control of the Arabs. Although other countries call it a country, its size
is only comparable with a great prefecture in China. The men of this
country cut their beards and hair. The women keep their hair.

Session 4-2 | Jin Han Jeong

109




22 8% (Turks)

* From the country of the Hu people up to the northern sea in the
north, the western sea in the west, and China in the east, is the
territory inhabited by the Turks. The Turks have no knowledge of
Buddhism. There are no monasteries or monks. The dress is fur and
woolen shirts. Insects are used for food. There are no cities or houses.
Felt tents are used for houses, which people carry with them
wherever they go. The movement of the Turks follows the course of
water and grass. The men cut their beards and hair. The women keep
their hair. The language is different from that of other countries. The
people of this land are fond of killing. They do not distinguish
between good and bad. The land has many camels, mules, sheep,
horses and such.

B2 (Wakhan)

From Tokharistan | walked east for seven days and arrived at the city where
the Wakhan king resides. When | was at Tokharistan, | met the Chinese
Ambassador to foreign lands. ...The king of Wakhan has a small and weak
cavalry and can not protect himself. At present he is under the authority of
the Arabs. He pays annually three thousand rolls of silk to the Arabs. He is
stationed in a valley which is narrow, and most people are poor. The dress
is fur and woolen shirts. The king wears silk gauze and cotton cloth. Only
pastry and parched wheat are used for food. ... The monasteries and monks
are there. Hinayana Buddhism is practiced. The king, the chiefs, and the
common people all serve Buddha and do not belong to other religions. This
is the reason why other religions are not in this land. The men cut their
beards and hair. The women keep their hair. The people live on the
mountains where there are no trees, water, or grass..
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Session 4 History and Religion: History of Islam and the Middle East

The Definition of Rational Diameter and
Irrational Diameter in Republic (546¢) from
the Perspective of Ancient Near Eastern

Mathematical Culture

Jenam Park
Inha University, Korea

Abstract. The ancient Greek mathematical writings recorded on papyrus have all been lost
because of the Mediterranean climate. Of the original writings, we only have a fragment
concerning the lunes of Hippocrates. In this context, M. Kline claims that it is not an
exaggeration to say that the history of ancient Greek mathematics relies on the
commentaries of Pappus (late third century AD) and Proclus (410485 AD). Plato had
much to say about mathematics. Plato’s primary contribution to mathematics was to the
underlying principles of science including the method of analysis. It is said that Plato
visited Egypt for the purposes of trade but chiefly so that he might acquire knowledge, and
he is known to be a deep admirer of Egyptian wisdom. Plato mentions Egypt as a source
of mathematics in his Phaedrus (274c5). This study examines the mathematical concept of
the 'rational diameter' as mentioned in Plato’s Republic (546c), taking into account the
mathematical sophistication of ancient Greek culture, while also investigating the possible
influence of ancient Near Eastern mathematical traditions. Therefore, when we
philosophically explore the topics related to mathematics in Plato's dialogues, we should
strive to approach Plato's mathematics with the mathematical concepts used in Plato's era,
rather than modern mathematics. Furthermore, I believe it is essential for us to examine
how ancient Middle Eastern mathematics is reflected in Plato's mathematics to gain a

deeper understanding of Plato's philosophy.
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1. Rational diameters: Meno (82b-84a) and Republic (546¢)

In Republic (546c), Plato designates as the 'irrational diameter' of 5, while describing 7 as its
'rational diameter—that is, the integer most nearly approximating . From this perspective, in the
Meno (83e)—composed five to ten years later—Plato introduces the rational diameter of 2 as 3
during the dialogue between Socrates and the slave boy.

We argue that while in the Meno Plato critically highlights the significance of geometry—framed
through the collective values of the Pythagorean school and examined via Socratic elenchus—in
Republic (546c) he emphasizes a cooperative relationship between arithmetic and geometry. From
this perspective, Plato’s use of the term 'geometric numbers' reflects his broader philosophical

engagement with the intersection of mathematics and metaphysics.

2. Theon’s “Side and Diagonal Numbers” (c. 130 A.D.E.)

In his Mathematics Useful for Understanding Plato, written circa 130 A.D.E, Theon of Smyrna
introduces the conceptual pair 'side and diagonal number,’ and, within this framework, posits 17 as
the rational diameter corresponding to the side-length 12. The side (s) and diagonal (d) numbers
introduced by him, and the relationship between them, are presented as follows. Specifically, the

beginning of the new set originates from two units (or monads).

s;=1 d =1
s, =1+1=2 dy=1+2x1=3
s3=2+3=5 dy=3+2x2=7
s, =5+7=12 dy=T7+2x5=17
2x28—=3%=—1, 2x5°—7*'=1, 2x12*°—17"=—1

From an arithmetico-geometric perspective, it becomes evident that the subsequent triangles

progressively converge toward the form of right isosceles triangles.

/\ QN 5/\7\ 12 17
7 2 5
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3. Proclus’ “Side and Diagonal Numbers” (410-458 A.D.E.)

In his Commentary on Plato's Republic, written in the 5th century A.D.E., Proclus attributes the
introduction of side and diagonal numbers to the Pythagorean school (Proclus 2022, 232-233).
This claim emerges more than 800 years after the classical Pythagorean period. Proclus refers to
specific pairs of side and diagonal numbers, denoted (s, d), listing three such pairs: (1, 1), (2, 3),
and (5, 7). He further introduces an equation of the form , which, notably, he regards as the
work of Euclid (Proclus 2022, 237).

4. Is there evidence that Pythagoras, Plato, or Proclus conceived

of the side and diagonal numbers as approximations to ?

There is no solid textual evidence that “the Pythagoreans and Plato”- or even Proclus for that
matter- were interested in rational approximations of such as those of Aristarchus of Samos (c.
310-230 B.C.E.) and Hero of Alexandrea (10-70 A.D.E.) (Balolou and Thomaidis 2022, 20,
arXiv:2011.07335). They claim that what really mattered to them was the approximations of by

If Proclus's claim is accurate, it may be inferred that the Pythagoreans employed the method of
anthyphairesis (dy@veatlpeoccy—a process known in modern mathematics as the Euclidean
algorithm, which Euclid treats in Elements, Book VII, Propositions 1 and 2—in their understanding
of side and diagonal numbers. This method constitutes one way of demonstrating irrationality.
Plato, in the Laws (820c), emphasizes the significance of recognizing incommensurability, though
he does not provide a precise method. Aristotle, moreover, refers to incommensurability on no

fewer than eight occasions in the Metaphysics, underscoring its philosophical importance.

5. Ancient Egyptian’s “Side and Diagonal Numbers”

w

(%)
r

b

e 4vh

It is presumed that during Egypt's 12th Dynasty (c. 1990-1780 B.C.E.), two approximate
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(see left figure),

methods were employed to calculate the area of a circle. One is expressed as
(see right figure). From , we may infer two distinct forms of side and diagonal

and the other as

numbers:
T
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Session 4 History and Religion: History of Islam and the Middle East

The Intellectual Balance Between the
Umayyad Policy of Condonation and

Firmness in the Current Syrian Stance

Lyjain Bitar*
American University in Dubai, UAE

Abstract

This paper explores the policy of condonation during the establishment of the first Arab
state, which chose Syria as its capital. The people of Damascus, known as "Fastat," were
characterized by their moderation. At the time, Syria had been under Byzantine rule, and
its people had assimilated Byzantine customs. This historical context led the Umayyad
Caliph to adopt a flexible approach, avoiding strict regulations that could destabilize the
newly established state while ensuring security and stability. Instead, a policy of tolerance
was implemented, which, according to many critics, ultimately contributed to the decline of
the Umayyad era.

The balance between leniency and firmness remains a crucial element in governance,
particularly in post-conflict societies. In the present day, after decades of the absence of
virtue and righteousness, people increasingly seek wisdom and moral guidance. The
reconstruction of Syria, following its extensive destruction, cannot be achieved through
revenge and bloodshed but rather through legal and institutional development. Lessons from
the Umayyad period highlight the risks of excessive leniency, while modern history
demonstrates the dangers of unchecked rigidity. A middle-ground approach, one that

integrates justice with pragmatism, is essential for rebuilding a stable and prosperous Syria.

* Department of International and Middle Eastern Studies, Faculty of Arts and Science, American
University in , Dubai, UAE.

lujain bitar@yahoo.com*
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This contemporary stance contrasts with the perspective of the Syrian philosopher who
once stated, "A mind without a beard and a beard without a mind," emphasizing the
necessity of harmonizing intellect with governance. Ultimately, history serves as a reminder
that aa sustainable future depends on the ability to balance wisdom with decisive

leadership.

The rise or fall of a civilization can often depend on the simple act of listening—on the
wisdom of the listener and the integrity of the speaker. Dialogue, when rooted in sincerity and
guided by reason, has the power to build empires or bring them to ruin. A notable example of
this idea can be found in the early Umayyad era, particularly in the character and leadership of
Muawiya bin Abi Sufyan, the first Caliph of the Umayyad dynasty.

Muawiya was not only a skilled statesman but also a wise and pragmatic leader. He offered his
son Yazid bin Muawiya, who would become the second Umayyad Caliph, a foundational piece of
advice regarding governance. He warned him not to rely solely on force to establish or maintain
the empire, emphasizing instead the importance of diplomacy, patience, and strategic thinking. His
approach to power was marked not only by negotiation and flexibility but also by the principle of
condonation—choosing to overlook certain transgressions or provocations when doing so preserved
unity and prevented greater harm.

Muawiya is remembered for a famous saying that encapsulates his political philosophy and
diplomatic style. He once said:

“I do not use my sword if my whip can solve the issue, and I do not use my whip if my words
can resolve it. There is only one hair between me and the people—it never breaks. If they pull it,
I loosen it; if they loosen it, I pull it, so it never breaks.”

This metaphor of “Muawiya’s hair” became widely known in Arab culture as a symbol of
delicate but intelligent leadership. It expresses his ability to maintain a balance in governance—
never letting tensions break, but adjusting them wisely to preserve unity and control. His
leadership style rested not only on power and persuasion but also on the deliberate act of
forgiveness and condonation when it served the greater good.

The history of the Arabs is rich with examples that reflect this kind of shrewd and pragmatic
leadership. One powerful story is that of Abdulrahman Al-Dakhil, a descendant of the Umayyads
who fled the Abbasid massacre after the fall of the Umayyad empire in the East. While many of
his relatives, including his brother, were killed by the Abbasids—often referred to as the "Black
Army" because of their black flags and uniforms—Abdulrahman managed to escape.

Rather than return to certain death by joining his brother near the Euphrates River, he made the
difficult but strategic decision to flee west. He eventually reached Al-Andalus (modern-day Spain),
where he established a new Umayyad state and revived the legacy of the dynasty. His decision

reflected a deep sense of political realism: he chose the greater public good over personal loyalty
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or emotional reaction. This act, too, revealed an understanding of condonation—not in the sense of
pardoning others’ actions, but in forgiving fate itself and adapting to it with clarity and resilience.
He looked beyond grief and vengeance to build a lasting future.

Abdulrahman's story stands as a continuation of Muawiya's legacy—a commitment to pragmatic
governance, flexibility in leadership, and the prioritization of statecraft over personal or tribal
loyalties. Together, these stories highlight how the wisdom of listening, the grace of condonation,

and the integrity of leadership can shape history in powerful and enduring ways.

The political identity of Syria today is deeply rooted in the pride it takes in its ancient and
continuous civilization. As historian Fernand Braudel noted in his seminal work A History of
Civilizations, the Near East was "born mature" due to the cumulative layers of history, culture,
and thought that have shaped the region over millennia. Syria, as one of the cradles of
civilization, carries a profound awareness of this heritage, which continues to influence its modern
political and philosophical outlook.

The current political narrative in Syria, particularly in the post-conflict context, reflects a
strategic shift—one that could be interpreted through the lens of chaos theory and the butterfly
effect. This theory suggests that small actions can lead to significant global changes. Syria's
renewed focus on environmental policies, especially those promoting green energy, is one such
"small action" intended to signal a break from past associations and reshape global perceptions.
This subtle shift aims to challenge long-standing stereotypes that equate the image of the bearded
man with extremism, violence, and irrationality.

This ideological resistance can be traced back to the critical philosophy of the blind Syrian poet
and thinker, Abu al-Ala' al-Ma'arri, who famously said:

“A mind without a beard, and a beard without a mind.”

His words continue to resonate as a sharp critique of superficial judgments, emphasizing intellect
over appearance and echoing Syria’s desire to reclaim its moral and philosophical voice on the
world stage.

This shift in narrative is also reflected in the evolving image of Syrian leadership. The
transformation of public perception from figures like Abu Mohammad al-Julani to emerging leaders
such as Ahmad al-Sharaa symbolizes a broader ideological reformation. With nearly 80 percent of
domestic consensus, this symbolic transition represents a desire for a more inclusive, progressive,
and globally integrated Syria.

Internationally, Syria seeks to engage with the world not through coercion but through influence,
aligning with Joseph Nye’s concept of soft power. Ahmad al-Sharaa, in particular, has positioned
himself as a leader committed to restoring the dignity and value of the Syrian passport and, by
extension, the Syrian people. His rhetoric emphasizes diplomacy, cultural pride, and reconciliation

over militarism.
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This emerging political philosophy—rooted in the Damascus character—blends firmness with
forgiveness, strength with subtlety, and history with hope. It resembles a well-played basketball
game, where strategy, timing, and team coordination are more important than brute force. Leaders
such as Ahmad al-Sharaa and Ahmad al-Shaibani are proving to be adept players on this new
court, balancing ambition with realism and ideology with pragmatism.

In the near future, the involvement of major global powers—such as the anticipated visit of a
future American president like Donald Trump to the Middle East—may bring dramatic
developments. However, Syria seems poised to shape its destiny not merely through alliances or
opposition, but through a mature and confident return to the values of civilization, reason, and

renewal.
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1.Research Background and Objectives
2.Survey Methodology
3.Key Findings

4.Conclusion and Future Research

Research Background

Qatar National Vision 2030 & Importance of Higher Education

Qatar School enrollment, tertiary (% gross) - Qatar
National
. /
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Research Background

Current Issues in Higher Education

* Gender Gap in Higher Education
* Women consistently represent
approximately 70% of university
students.

Qatar has the largest gender disparity
in higher education among GCC
countries.

* Generational Education Gap
« Significant educational attainment
gap between older and younger
generations.

Older generation had limited access

to higher education during their youth.

Total number of registered Qatari male and female students
in Qatar University (1973 -2020)

O R N e

—Qutari e —— st el

Literature Review

Educational Aspirations and Career Expectations

Sellami et al., 2024; Sellami et al., 2017 etc

Perceptions of Educational Quality and Accreditation

Benmansour, 2017 etc

4
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Objectives:

*To examine Qatari nationals' perceptions of university
degrees.

*To explore expectations related to higher education and
career prospects.

*To analyze how gender and generational differences in

Objectives and educational attainment influence perceptions of

university degrees.

Research

Question S Key Research Questions:

1.How do Qatari nationals perceive the value of a university
degree?

2.What differences exist in perceptions of university degrees
across gender and generations?

Research Collaboration:
*Social and Economic Survey Research Institute
(SESRI), Qatar University
*Chair of the State of Qatar for Islamic Area Studies,
Waseda University

M&thOdOIOQY Quality Assurance:

* Rigorous interviewer training and protocol
adherence

* Remote monitoring of interview calls for data
quality and consistency

* Gender-sensitive interviewing practices
respecting cultural norms (female respondents
interviewed exclusively by female interviewers)

Quantitative
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Data Collection Method:

Computer-Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI)
system

Interview Duration: Approximately 30 minutes per
respondent

Survey Period: October 13 to November 6, 2022

Da ta Survey Population & Sampling:
« Total respondents: 1,298 Qatari nationals
O ]

* Eligibility criteria: Qatari citizens, aged 18 and older,
residing in Qatar

Data Analysis:

* Weighted Data: to adjust for the probability of
selection and non-response
* The data were analyzed using STATA

Respondents’

Gender Distribution

*Female: 51%
*Male: 49%

= Male = Female
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Respondents’

Age Distribution

mMale mFemale

*18-24 years: 22%
*25-34 years: 27%
(largest group)

*35-44 years: 19% 28% -
*45-54 zearS' 17‘%‘: 22% 23% i 18% 19% 15% 17% 17% 16%
*55 years and above: 15% - - . [— [

24 or less 25-34 35-44 45-54 55 and more

Respondents’

Marital Status

mMale =Female

64%

* Married: 60%
* Never Married: 31%

31% 31%
« Other: 9% ! =

Married Never Married

13%

[3)]
N
X

Other

10
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Respondents’

Educational Attainment

*High School or Less: 45%
*Undergraduate Degree:
46%

*Postgraduate Degree
(Masters or Ph.D.): 9%

45%

High school or Less

46%

Undergrad

Postgrad

1"

Perceived Value of University Education by gender

Male Female
University education helps to get a well-paid job in Qatar 95.28 97.16
University education helps to improve career opportunities in Qatar 93.94 94.72
University education promotes social prestige and status in Qatar 88.89 94.87
University education helps to build a good family relationship 76.26 80.63
University education helps achieve personal growth and development 96.64 98.73

* Percentage of respondents who strongly agreed or agreed with each statement

12
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Perceived Value of University Education by age

24 or less 25-34 35-44 45-54 |55 and more
University education helps to get a well-paid job in Qatar 97.91 96.24 94.73 96.63 95.2
University education helps to improve career opportunities in Qatar 94.79 93.31 923 94.83 97.26
University education promotes social prestige and status in Qatar 89.3 91.18 91.78 96.68 92.18
University education helps to build a good family relationship 70.45 73.03 77.48 89.41 88.96
University education helps achieve | growth and devel 97.88 96.21 98.04 99.54 97.73
* Percentage of respondents who strongly agreed or agreed with each statement 1 3

Perceptions of university education, marriage and family roll by gender

Male Female
In order to be a good wife, in general, it is better to have a university degree. 49.75 57.16
In order to be a good husband, in general, it is better to have a university degree. 62.57 65.57
In order to be a good mother, it is better to have a university degree. 49.27 53.06
In order to be a good father, it is better to have a university degree. 55.48 59.89
University graduates deserve a higher Mahar. 15.07 19.06
[For men, having a job is more important than having a degree. 65.35 68.43
* Percentage of respondents who strongly agreed or agreed with each statement 14
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Perceptions of university education, marriage and family roll by age

24 or less 25-34 35-44 45-54 |55 and more|
n order to be a good wife, in general, it is better to have a university degree. 60.00 45.07 47.66 55.26 63.3
dnetg;::l:.r to be a good husband, in general, it is better to have a university 62.38 58.04 63.02 69.38 71.91
n order to be a good mother, it is better to have a university degree. 43.18 43.79 51.8 60.51 64.22
In order to be a good father, it is better to have a university degree. 49.81 51.97 58.26 62.92 72.73
University graduates deserve a higher Mahar. 2411 14.63 11.65 13.68 21.31
[For men, having a job is more important than having a degree. 64.52 67.6 67.3 70.56 64.73
* Percentage of respondents who strongly agreed or agreed with each statement 15

Key Results

1. Personal Growth and Development:
Respondents overwhelmingly agree (over 95% across all age groups and genders) that having a university degree
significantly contributes to personal growth and self-development.

2. Employment Opportunities and Income:
University degrees are consistently viewed as essential for securing high-paying jobs and enhancing employment
opportunities. This belief is uniformly strong, with agreement rates above 95% among all age groups and genders.

3. Social Prestige and Status:
Most respondents also believe that obtaining a university degree substantially elevates social prestige and status. This
perception is particularly strong among women and older respondents, who emphasize the role of education in improving
social standing.

4. Gender:
Women tend to place greater importance on the role of university degrees in fulfilling traditional family and societal roles,
particularly regarding being a good wife and mother. Men, although also highly valuing university education, show slightly
more emphasis on economic and employment benefits, but this difference did not reach statistical significance.

5. Generation:
Younger generations regard university degrees primarily as vital for personal development and initial entry into
professional life. However, Older generations place stronger emphasis on traditional family roles and maintaining social
prestige through higher education. 16
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Session 5 Society and Culture Gender Issue and Culture in the Middle East

Trends and Challenges in Cultural Exchange
between Korea and the Middle East

Eunji Kim
Institute of Middle East Studies, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Korea

Cultural cooperation between Korea and the Middle East has witnessed significant expansion in
recent years. While earlier interactions were predominantly limited to the political and economic
domains, they have increasingly extended into the spheres of culture and the arts. Since the
emergence of the Korean Wave (Hallyu) in the 1990s, global interest in Korean culture, initially
focused on K-pop and television dramas, has broadened to include a diverse range of cultural
expressions. This trend is also evident in the Middle East. Over the past decade, the number of
fans of Korean culture in the Middle East and North Africa region has increased by approximately
130%. This steady rate of growth reflects the region’s growing interest in Korea and its culture.

This study aims to analyze the evolving patterns of cultural exchange between Korea and the
Middle East by systematically categorizing and comparing cultural and artistic events held in both
regions. In Addition, relevant datasets and reports will be reviewed, and interview findings
concerning the popularity of the Korean Wave will be analyzed to evaluate the level of interest in
Korean culture within Middle Eastern societies. The scope of this analysis is limited to the public
sector, with a particular focus on government institutions and affiliated organizations. To ensure a
comprehensive and data-driven approach, this study draws upon materials published by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Korea Foundation, the Korean Cultural Center, and the Korea
Creative Content Agency. In contrast, the private sector will be addressed through selected case
studies, rather than through an exhaustive analysis.

Despite the growing interest in Korean culture in the Middle East, Korea's engagement with
Middle Eastern culture remains relatively limited. Although there have been some recent signs of

increased attention, research on this subject is still insufficient. This study seeks to examine
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Korean interest in the Middle Eastern culture and to identify key areas in which strengthened
cultural cooperation between the two regions could prove mutually beneficial. This imbalance in
cultural engagement highlights the need for a more diversified cultural exchange framework. While
Korean cultural exports such as K-pop, dramas and films have attracted widespread interest in the
Middle East, Korean society’s awareness and understanding of the Middle Eastern culture remain
minimal.

Such asymmetry may hinder the development of deeper intercultural understanding and limit
opportunities for sustainable collaboration. Promoting a more balanced exchange could not only
contribute to enriching Korea’s multicultural discourse but also contribute to building long-term
partnerships with the Middle East. Encouraging academic initiatives, media collaboration, and youth
cultural exchange program may serve as effective instruments for cultivating mutual respect and
recognition between two regions. In recent years, the concept of public diplomacy has increasingly
been emphasized as distinct from the concept of traditional diplomacy. According to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, public diplomacy is defined as “diplomatic activities that promote diplomatic
relations and enhance the national image and brand by directly communicating with foreign publics
and building trust in the country’s history, traditions, culture, art, values, policies, and vision.”
While there are ongoing debates regarding whether culture should be regarded as a means or an
end within the context of cultural diplomacy, there is broad consensus that culture plays a vital
role in public diplomacy and exerts a direct influence on the enhancement of a nation’s soft
power.

The collection of cultural and artistic event cases in this study draws on the Global Hallyu
Status report, published annually by the Korea Foundation for International Cultural Exchange. This
report compiles information on the status of the Korean Wave (Hallyu) across countries worldwide.
It not only provides data on the global spread of Hallyu, but also documents major cultural events
held in each country on an annual basis. As the report is based on information submitted by
Korean diplomatic missions abroad, it serves as a primary source for identifying cultural and
artistic events organized or supported by the Korean government and major public institutions. To
trace recent trends and shifts in Korea’s cultural diplomacy, this study compares and analyzes
cultural and artistic event data compiled in the Global Hallyu Status reports published from 2012

to the present.
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Session 5 Society and Culture Gender Issue and Culture in the Middle East

The Erosion of Iran’s Middle Class and Its

Impact on Democratic Movements

Qolamreza Nassr
Kinki University, Japan

Introduction

Historically, Iran’s middle class has been instrumental in shaping the trajectory of democratic
movements. Its role as a socio-economic buffer and an intellectual driver positioned it as a
catalyst for reform and political mobilization. However, this once-vibrant force is now in retreat.
This paper explores the socio-economic transformations and political disillusionment that have
eroded Iran’s middle class and critically assesses the implications of this erosion for democratic

participation in Iran.

The Decline of the Middle Class: Economic Roots

Over the past decade, Iran has experienced a sharp contraction in its middle-class population.
Two central causes drive this decline: persistent economic mismanagement and the devastating
effects of international sanctions. Inflation, currency devaluation, high unemployment, and reduced
purchasing power have systematically undermined the financial autonomy of middle-income
families. Previously stable sectors such as education, healthcare, and small enterprise have been
destabilized, pushing many middle-class citizens into lower economic strata.

This socio-economic descent has not only diminished material well-being but has also reshaped
class identity. The shrinking middle class is no longer economically empowered to engage in civic

life, support reformist platforms, or maintain independent political voices. Economic survival has
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become paramount, often replacing political involvement with apathy.

The Political Consequences: Disillusionment and Apathy

Economic hardship is compounded by a deepening political crisis. Years of unfulfilled promises
by reformist leaders, coupled with growing authoritarianism and systemic corruption, have led to a
widespread erosion of political trust. The once-dynamic reformist discourse has lost credibility
among much of the middle class, who now view institutional politics as ineffectual or complicit.

This disillusionment manifests in various forms: declining voter turnout, withdrawal from protest
movements, and a retreat from political dialogue in public and private spaces. Iran’s middle class,
once the backbone of student activism, civil society, and cultural critique, now exhibits signs of
quietism and disengagement. The social capital necessary for democratic mobilization is

increasingly fragmented.

From Engine to Obstacle: A Reversal of Roles

The middle class traditionally serves as a stabilizing force in democratizing societies, promoting
the rule of law, tolerance, and pluralism. In Iran, however, the current trajectory marks a reversal
of this trend. The diminished capacity and will of the middle class to lead or support democratic
initiatives have created a vacuum that authoritarian structures have swiftly exploited. Repression
has increased with relatively little organized resistance, and political space has narrowed without

effective contestation.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The erosion of Iran’s middle class is not merely an economic crisis—it is a structural
transformation with profound political consequences. Restoring its role in democratic processes
requires both domestic reform and a reconsideration of international strategies that inadvertently
harm civil society. Targeted socio-economic support, renewed efforts toward transparency and
justice, and the re-engagement of intellectual leadership are essential.

This study calls for a reexamination of democratization strategies in contexts where economic
collapse and authoritarianism intersect. Iran’s experience may serve as a cautionary tale for other
Middle Eastern nations undergoing similar transitions, where the survival of the middle class is

closely tied to the prospects of democratic development.

Keywords: Middle Class Decline, Democratic Movements, Political Apathy, Economic Inequality,
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Iran, Authoritarianism, Reformist Disillusionment, Sanctions, Political Trust, Socio-Economic

Transformation
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A Comparative Study on Korean-Arabic
Machine Translation of Press Releases:

Focusing on Proper Nouns and Terminology

Jungmin Jo
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Korea
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Session 6 Language and Literature: Al and Language-Literature in the Middle East

The importance of using the speaking avatar
feature in activating the Arabic-Korean

interpretation and translation training activities

Reham Abdelsalam
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Korea
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